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SOME FURTHER ACCOUNT OF THE 
REVEREND RICHARD BAXTER, 


Pak cen from the Sermon which the reverend dr. Barrs 
his funeral. * 


SOON after preaching the last 
sermon, as mentionéd in Maga- 
zine, Num, 2, Mr. Baxter felt the 
approaches of death, and was con- 
fined to a sick bed. Death reveals 
the secrets of the. heart, when 
words are spoken with most feel- 
ing, heart affectation.. This ex- 
cellent saint was the same in life 
and in death ; his last hours were 
spent in preparing others and him- 
self to appear before God. He 
said to his friends, that visited him, 
you ¢@ hither to learn to die ; 
Lam e only frerson that must 
go this way. I can assure you, 
that your whole life, be it never 
so long, is little enough to pre- 
pare for death... Have a care of 
this vain, deceitful world, and the 
lusts of the fiesh. Be sure you 
choose God for your frortion, 
heaven for your home, God’s glo- 
ry for your end, his word for 
your rule, an then uou need not 
Sear but we shall meet with con. 

Sort. 

Never was a napiaal sinner 
more humble ; never was’ a sin- 
cere. believer more calm and com- 
fortable. He acknowledged him- 
self to be the vilest worm, it was 
his usual expression, that ever 
went to heaven. He admired the | 
VOL, I. NUM, MI, Li 






divine condescension to usyit 


am I, vile worm, to the great God? 
Many times, he prayed, God be 
merciful to me a sinner, .and bless- 


ord, in the gospel, as an. effectual 
prayer. , 
condemn, me, for the best duty, I 


Srom the “free. mercy of God, im 
Christ, for which he often prayed, 
After slumber he. awaked and 


A minister then present, said, 
and your, works do follow you ; to 
whom he replied, no works, I will 
leave out works, if God will grange 
me the other. When.a friend was 
comforting him, with the remem- 
brance of the good, which many 
had received by his preaching «nd 
writings, he said, J was but a jien 
in God's hand, and what fratse 
is due toa fien-? 

- His submission to the will o 
God, in his sharp sickness, w 
eminent. When extreraity of pain 
constrained him earnestly to pray, 
to God, for his Pelease by death, 


he would check himself ; z¢ is not 


for me, to prescribe ; ‘and saidy 
what thou wilt ; when ‘thou wilt 3 





and how thou wilt, 


preached at 






saying, Lord, what is man 2 " 
ed God for Lon left that on rece 
He said, God may justly, 


ever did ; and. all my hopes are 


said, J shall rest from my labours. 
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Se Blemoirs of the rcv. and pious Richard Boxter. 


Being in gréat agony, he siad; 
O how unsearchable are his ways, 
his fiaths pas: firdiiwg out ! 
The deftths of his providence, we 
cannot fathom ; and to his friends, 
do not think the worse of religion, 
for what yon see me suffer. 

Being often asked by his friends, 
how it was with his inward man, 
he replied, J dless God I have a 
well grounded assurance of my 
eternal hapfifiness,and great fieace 
and comfort within. It was, how- 
ever his troubie that he could not 
triumphantly express it, by reason 
of his extreme pain. He said, 
jiesh must perish, and we must 
feel the ferishing of it ; and that 
though his judgment submitted, 
nse would still make Atm groan. 








DB Being asked by a person of qual- 
: “i ty, whether he had not great joy; 


is believing apprehensions of 


“the invisible state, he replied, 


what else think you, christianity 
serves for ? He saidy che consid 
eration of Deity tn his glory and 
Rreatness was too high for our 
thoughis ; but the constderation 
of the Son of God, in our nature, 
and of the Sainis in heaven, whom 
we knew and loved, did much 
eweeten and familiarize heaven to 
him. ‘The description of heaven, 
in Heb. xii, 22, was most comfort- 
able to him ; that he was going 
to the innumerable comfiany of an- 
gels, and to the general assembly 
and church of the first born,whose 
mames are written in heaven ; and 
te God the judge of all, and to the 
efirits of just men made perfect, 
to Jesus the Mediator of the new 
coverant, and to the blood of 
ehrinkling that speaketh better 
things than the blood of Abel, 
That scripture, he said, deserved 
@ thousand, and a_ thousand 
thoughts. He said, O how com- 
fortable is that promise, eye hath 
mot seen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of 
man to conceive the things, which 
God hath lain ufi for them that 
lave him. 

At another time, he said, that 
he found great comfort end sweet- 







ness in refieating the words of the 
Lord’s firayer, and was 69 

that some good frcopfile were freju- 
diced against the use of ti 3 for 
there were all necessary fretiitons 
Jor soul axd body contained in tt, 

At other times, he gave excel- 
lent counsel to young ministers that 
visited him, and é€arnestly prayed 
(sod to bless their labors, and. 
to make them very successful in 
converting sculs to Christ, and ¢X- 

ressed great joy in the hopes, that 
God would do a great deal of good 
by them ; and that they were of 
) moderate, peaceful spirits. 

He did often pray, that God 
would be merciful to this misera- 
ble, distracted world ; and that he 
would preserve his church and 
interest in it, 

He advised his friends to de-« 
ware of self conceitedncss, as a sin 
that was likely to ruin thé nation 3 
and said, J Aave written a boak 
against it, which, I am afraid, hae 
done little good. — 

Being asked, whether he had al- 
tered his mind in controversial 
points, he said, those who filease 
may know my mind, in my wri- 
tings, subjoining, that what he had 
done, was not for his own refiula- 
lion, but for the glory of God. 

I went to him, with a very wor- 
thy friend, Mr. Matherygh Nes 
England, the day before he died, 
and, speaking some comforting 
words’to him, he replied, J Aave 
fain ; there ts no arguing against 
sense, but I have fieace, I have 
fieace. I said to him, you are now 
departing to your long desired 
home, he answered, J believe, I 
believe. He said to Mr. Mather, 
I bless God that you accomplished 
your business, the Lord frulong 
your life, 

He expressed 2 great willingness 
to die ; and during his sickness, 
when the question was asked, how 
he did, his reply was almost well, 
His joy was most remarkable,when, 
in hisown apprehension, death was 
nearest ; and his spiritual joy was, 
at length, consummate in eterna} 
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Thus lived and died that blessed 
gaint. I have, without any artifi- 
cial fiction of words, given a sin- 
cere short account of lim, All 
our iears are below the just grief, 
for such an invaluable loss, It is 
the comfort of his fr iends, that he 
enjoys a blessed reward in heaven, 
and has left a precious rem¢m- 
prance on earth, 

Now, blessed be the gracious 
God, that he was pleased to pro- 
lone the life of this eminent ser- 

vant, so useful and beneficial to the 
world, to so full an age: that he 
has brought him slowly and safely 
to heaven. I shall conclude this 
account with my own deliberate 
wish: May I live the short re- 
— der of my life, as entirely to 
glory of God, as he lived ; and 

en I shall come to the period of 





my life, may I die in the same | 
ste peace, wherein he died ; | 

iv Ibe with him, in the kingdom {| 
of light and love forever, | 

een 

That Mr. Baxter was.a very vo- 
jumnious writer, is well kaown. 
Among his most popular works. 
are his “ Saents’ Everlasting | 
Rest,” and his “ Call to the Ux- | 
converted.” Both which have been | 
wausually owned and blessed of 
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Female Asylum, ' &$ 


God. Searcely any books ih the 
English language, have hada wider 
circulation, 

The healing, catholic spirit of 
Mr. Baxter, is noticed in the pre- 
ceding extracts, Intheyear 1675, 
he published his** Cathoke Theoloe 
gy; in which he labors to prove, 
that the difference between Lomi- 
nicians and Jesuéts, Calvinists and 
Arminians, &c. 1s less than zealots 


on either side, imagine, and not 


sufficient to prevent christian fel- 
lowship. His design is very forci- 
bly expressed in the title page, 
“ Jor the reconcuing of the churcht~ 
dividing and destroying controvere 
sics, especially about fAredestina- 
tion, firovidence, grace, and frees 
willredemption, justification, faith, 
merit,works,ceriuincy of salvation, 
ferseverance, and many others. 
BY REGHARD BAXTER, 
An carnest esrer of the unity, love 


and peace of’. Prk aa : for ene 


deavoring of which he expecteth, 
with resolved paitence, still to uns 


oeege the censures, and i rey. 
i otod tes 22 or ImMroranre. # 


ana ucliies of Igmorence, 72 
and malice, fr om ad that are fics 
‘ssed by the wisdom and zeal 
ek are trom & neath, earthiy, 
stnsual are lish, the cauecs as 
confusion and every evil work.”* 
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NETS 
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To rue Eprrors oF THE PISCATAQUA EVANGELIGAL MAGAZINE, 


IF the following address should be thought to comport with the design 
of jour publication, you are at liberty “to insert it, 


Female Asylum. 


AMONG the various species of | 
charity, and laudable efforts of 
humanity and benevolence, for 
which the present age is certainly 
distinguished, and in which the cit- 
izens of America are imitating and 
surpassing older and richer-coun- 
tries, there is none appears to be 
the result of more correct feelings 
of the heart, the offspring of more 
ge nuine charity, or more wisely 


#ad piously designed than that of 





the Female Asylum, The object 
of this institution is to rescue’ poor 
orphan females from the wretche 
Hote of their condition, and the 

leplorableness of their prospects, 
a to provide fcr their support, 
instruction and government, till 
they are old enough to be disposed: 
of in reputable families, where 
their services may entitle them to 
all the farther care and attention 


which may be necessary to forte 













pan S. 
eee 
_ 


eee mene gn TE 


Lek 


PS 





deg 


os 


ages - ae 
Bncraiagiy et 


ee Or 


‘ oe 
See 
 t7 a stirs . 


a , 


He 2% 











; 
ni 
any 
Poy 
/ 





24 Female Asylum. 
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them to reputation, comfort and 


usefulness, in their rank 1n life.. 


This delicate and refined species of 
charity originated, I believe, with 
that part of our race whose bo- 
soms glow with ‘the liveliest sensi- 
bility, and who are always most 
teady to alleviate distress where it 
¥s in the power of their hand todo 
it. The nature and design of the 
charity, and the special objec of 
it pointed them out, as the proper 
persons to have the direction and 
management of it, And in Boston 
and several other seaports, they 
have made very encouraging be- 
inning and progress : having been 
secondedand supported by'generous 
and liberal gratuities from gentle- 
Men Opulent and generous, or ten- 
der and humane, who rejvice to 
raise the wretched, & aid the exer- 
tions of female compassion. In this 
town and its vicinitya similar in- 
Stitution is in ex ‘permet , and we 
hope we shall be able to add suc- 
cessful experiment. Though it 
Strugesles with various difficulties, 
and has various obstacles to sur- 
Mount. It commenced in the form 
Sf a school for poor female chil- 
dren, whose parents and friends 
Were unable, or indisposed, to give 
them any instruction, But in this 
form, the children were left under 
the care, and at the disposal of their 
parents or connekions. This ex- 
posed them to great unsteadiness 
at school, and to have what good 
ivas obtained there dissipated ‘and 
cdlestroyed by the disorders at home, 
and though this provided for the 
instruction of a considerable num- 
ber of children, yet the profit 
appeared to be very small. It was 
thought adviscable to change the 
mode and nae of the institution, 
to raise it into an asylum; aves 
such a number of children of th 
10st wretched and destitute be: 
scription as their fund would sup- 
port, into the entrre management 
of the directors of the society, to be 
fed, clothed, and instructed by 
them; till.they should be of suffi- 
cient age and improvement to be 
@isposcd of in reputable families, 


aay 





at the discretion of the directors ; 

with the consent of their parents or 
guardians. This affords the fairest 
hrosfiect for correcting the vicious 
habits of early life, and formimg to 
virtue and usefulness, to reputation 
and comfort. But some express 
their fears, that this early attention 
and instruction will raise the chil- 
dren in thejr own apprehension 
above their station, and fill them 
with pride and self-importance, 
that will unfit them for the sphere 
in which they must be expected to 
move, and render them uncom. 
fortable to themselves and to those 
with whom they are connected, 
For this they must depend much 
upon their governess and instruc. 
tress, If her taste and views be 
right, and she is careful to in- 
stil into {hem just principles, and 
to give them right views of 
decorum and propriety, these fears 
are groundless, and the more at- 
tainments they make, the ‘more 
modest and useful they will be, 
Those who have the slightest de- 
gree of knowledge and improve- 
ment, dre usually most vain, proud, 





| & uncomfortable, Let this observa- 


tion be tested by facts and éxperi- 
ence, and’! think it will be honored 
and supported, and those who are 
most proud, vain, and above the du- 
ties of their station, will be found 
antong the most neglected and ig- 
norant of their sex. 

Others object that the number ‘is so 
small to whom they are able to ad- 
minister relief, that it is not an ob- 
ject worthy of attention, four or 
five | is the most that canbe expect- 

dtobe entirely provided for by the 
sinait? of the members of the 
asylum. And, Ladies, will you call 
this object small ! To rescue one’ 
female orphan child from poverty 
and wretchedness, and to lay a 
hopeful, foundation for her being 


- virtuous, useful, pious and happy, 


is an object, that may jastifv a 
ereater sacrifice than two do! lars 
a year, with every one that is able 
to make that contribution. How 
much is the object increased when 

by this small gratuity five or six of 
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Vanity of the World. 
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the most exported and pitiable of { snatched from wretchedness, and 


our race are placed in thisfhopeful 
situation? Ke not discouraged, La- 
dies, though your beginnings may 
be small, and your infant institution 
have many Cifficulties to struggle 
with, yet it will live and increase. 
So weil designed and benevolent a 
charity will command attention. 
From small beginnings how many 
institutions have arisen to great: re- 
spectability and usefulness? Dis- 
courage not the accession, nor cool 
the ardor of others, by your own 
misgiving fears. Pass hy honor 
and dishonor, evil report and good 
report, and you will find those of 
your own sex, as they come upon 
the stage, ready to join themselves 
with you, emulous to be found in 
the list of patronesses, eyen though 
they should sacrifice some of their 
superfluous ornaments, And I hope 
and trust that the breasts of my 
own sex will not remain always 
frozen to this+ species of charity, 
but their hands and their hearts will 
be one day open toextend and per- 
fect this city of refuge, the foun- 
dation of which you have so wor- 
thily laid. But if you are denied 
these wished for succours, perse- 











yere, and your little helpless wards, 


raised to usefulness, will rise tp 
and call you blessed, and be your 
brightest ornament and most Jast- 
ing honor. 

As a farther encouragement to 
support this charitable institution 
among us, and to enlarge and exe, 
tend its beneficial influence, Jet the 
eve be directed to the pleasing sight 
of this little female band dressd in 
a neat and cheap uniform, steadily 

oing to public worship on the 

ord’s day, with their governess 
and instructress at. their head ta. 
guide and superintend them, And 
it is a tribute of acknowledgement 
due to her attention, and to the 
care of those who have the direc 
tion of the asylum, as I have au- 
thority to say, there are no children 
of their age, at the seasons of cate 
echising, that behave with more 
propriety, or appear to greater ade 
vant gala thes little orphan 
children’ Let the beneyolent heart 
dwell upon the train of reflections 
that these circumstances tend to 
excite, and will it not be emulous 
to be found numbered among 
friends and supporters of such an 


institution ? 
_  PHILOPAIDOON, 
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On the Vanity 


*TIS the natural language of 
mankind, * who will shew us any 
good.”? We look around the world, 
for happiness ; we grasp ata shad- 
ow, which eludes our eager em- 
braces. By sad experience, we 
find, that we—/ave sowed to the 
wind and reafed the guhirlwind. 
—Every thing here below is per- 
ishing and changeable ; and must 
have an end. Where can true 
happiness be found, but in.an E- 
TERNAL coop ? It cannot be 
found in riches, honors. or filea- 
sures, Riches take to themselves 
Wings and fiy away. ‘The devour- 
ing hand of time moulders them to 
dust ; moth and rust corrupt and 
destroy the choicest treasures that 


of the World. 


earth can afford, silver and gold 
cannot screen us from sufferings 
and pain ; nor blunt the arrows of 
death.—Tlie man that is in honor 
abideth not. He may be supplan- 
ted by others, and sink at once in- 


earthly grandeur and promotion, 


is atanend. Alexanderthe great, 
lainented, that he had not another 
world to conquer, after he had sub- 


The geatest conquerors, have Jong 


+e 





| death, : 


to disgrace and ignominy. Or. 
should he reach the pinnacle of. 


he may pine in splendid misery, 
lamenting that hiscareer of glory” 


dued all the kingdoms of the earth. 


since ended their career of glory 7 
and submitted to the dominion of. 














































® Great Alexander conquered all the world 
And out of it by ont debavch was hurd. 


lhe Ye great and might y of the earth! 
Mi) your happiness, without religion is 
ah a dream, you find the scriptures 
es 4 verified ; that all is vanity and 
ae vexation of spirit, and that there is 
no profit under the sun, All your 
glory, is departed in a moment and 
you are left forlorn and miserable, 
poor and naked. For there are 
no distinctions, ack nowledged in 
the grave. There the prisoners 
rest together : there the rich and 
the poor meet in undistinguished 
dust.— Neither can «1! the transito 

ry pleasures of time and sense sat- 
isfy the vast desires of the soul, 
It craves something beyond time 
and matter, which the world can- 
not give, Ye votaries of sensual 
pleasure, ever near a fall! Is not 
your happiness, if ever weighed in 
the balances of seriousiife flection, | 
| found wanting, Does not conscience 
with an awakening voice, sound in 
the midst of your midnight revels 
the lond alarm of death and judg- 





Fixtract from Park’s Travelty 
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‘ baseless fabric of a vision.”? He 
thet loveth pleasure becometh ¢@ 
fioor man. He wastes his sub. 
stance and health in riotous living ; 
he leaves this dying world, and 
perhaps nohope beyond the grave, 
| How reasonable then the language, 
| worthy to be adopted by all the 
| sons and daughters of apostate A. 

dam; * Lor d lift thou upon us the 
light of thy countenance. Are you 
| for pleasure ; ; relinquish your bros 
'ken cisterns; and repair to the 
fountain of living waters. In this 
. | way, you will provide dags that 
waxrnot old ; and obtain treasures 
more durable than the skics. How 
greatly do you need something, im- 
mortal in its nature, that will surs 
vive the dissolution of the dedy, 
and the ruins of the universe. Oh 
then by all that is sacred in reli- 
gion ; by all that is solemn and in- 
teresting in eternity ; be persuads 
ed to flee from the wr rath tocome; 
and take refuge in the glorious Sa- 
vior ; this will render life delight- 
ful, death desirable, judgment and 





our spirits, | eternity, pleasant, joyous, enrape 


ment; anc lke a hand-writing on 
; the wall, discompose \ 
. i Death cdestrovs at once, your 1 ime | ' tur ing. 


* Gregory's Nanziarzeen, 








“ WE reached Ala/acotha in the | 
evening where we were well re- 
ceived; A party of the town-pecs 
| ple, had lately returned from a 
' | trading expedition, and brought | 

information conecrning a war be- | 

ie tween Almami Abi/ulkader, king | 
of Foota Torra, oni Damel, king 

of the Jeloffs. The ever.tsof this | 

war soon became a favorite subject | 

| with the singing men, and thé | 

ah eonimon topic of conversation In 

all the kingdoms bordering on the 

Senegal and Gambia; and as tie 

account is sOmewliat singnlar, T 





See hese 


} aii shall here abridge it for the rca- 

Tt" der’s information. ‘She king of 
Mk Foota Torra, inflamed with a zeal 

: Ni, for propagating his religion, (the | 


| ried 


| the plea 





FOR THE MAG4ZINE. 


EXTRACT FROM PARK’S TRAVELS IN THE INTERIOR 
\ OF AFRICA, 


| Mahometan) had sent en embassy 
to Damel, (who was a pagan) the 
purport of which may be learnt 
from the following relation. The 
ambassador, on the: present occa. 
sion, was accompanied by two of 
the pring ipal Pi: shreens. who car 
each@ large knife fixed on 
the top of a long pole. As soon as 


' he had pr ocure “<] adinission into the 


presence of Damie/, and announced 

sure cf his sovercign he ors 
dered the Lushreens to present 
the emblems of his mission, 

‘The two knives were according. 
ly laid before amie, andthe am- 
hassador exphiined himself as fole 
lows: * wan ae kniie, said he, 
+4 Ade iz kad desocnd ‘4 
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aginary bliss, and reduces it to the 
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Rxtract from Park's travels. 


to shave thehead of Damel, if 
Dumel will embrace the Ma- 
*® jometan faith, and with this o- 
ther knife 4édulkader will cut 
the throat of Dame, if Damel 
‘ refuses toempraceat ; tae your 
‘ choice.”’ amel coolly told 
the ambassador, that he had no 
choice to make ; he neither chose 
to have his head shaved, nor his 
throat cut ; and with this answer 
the ambassador was civilly dis- 


ze, 


~ & tT pA 4 


B missed. .70dulkader took his mea+ 


sures accordingly, and with a 
powerful army invaded Damel’s 
country. The inhabitants of the 
town, and the villages filled up 
their wells, destroyed their pro 
visions, carried off their effects 
and abandoned their dwellings, 
ashe approached, By this means 
he was led on from place to place, 
until he had advanced three days 
journey into the country of the 
Jalogs. Ue had indeed met with 
no opposition, but his army had 
suffered so much from the scarcity 
of water, that several of his men 
had died by the way. This indu- 
ced him to direct his march to- 
wards a watering place in the 
woods, where his men, having 
quenched their thirst and being 
evercome ‘with fatigue, lay down 
cirelesly to sleep among the bush- 
es. In this situation they were 
attacked “by Dame/ before day- 
break, and completely routed. 
ni of them’ were trampled to 
eath, as they lay asleep, by the 
Jeloff horses ; others were killed 
in attempting to make their es- 
eape 3 and a still greater number 
were taken prisoners. Among the 
jatter was Abdiulkader himselt. 
This prbitions, or rather frantic 
prince, who but aymonth before 
had sent the threatning mess: age to 
Damel, was now himself led in- 
to his presence as a niserable cap- 
tive. The behavior of Damel, on 
this occ Si mn, is never mentioned 
by the singing men, but in etre 
of the highest tapprobation ; and I 
1s indeed so extraordinar vin te 
his ican prince, that the reader 
may find it difficult to give eredit 


& 


Sa 


1to the recital. When his royal, 
prisoner was brought before hi 

in irons, and thrown upon. the 
ground, the magnar‘mous Damely 
instead of sitting his foot upon his 
neck, and stabbing him. with his 
spear, according to cusfom in such 
cases, addressed him as follows § 
“ Abdulkudcr, answer me_ this 
“* question : If the chance of war 
had placed me in your situation, 
” and you in mine, how would you 
* have treated me.” “I would have. 
thrust my spe.r into your heart,” 
returned /bdulkader, with great 
firmness, “anc i know that a simi- 
lar fate awaits me.” “Not so,” said > 
Damel, “my spear is indeed red 
with the blood of your subjects kil 
Jed in battle, and [ covid now give 
it a deeper stain by cippimg it in 
your own ; but this would not build 
up my towns, nor bring to life the 
thousands who fell m_ the woods. 
I will not, therefore, kill you in 
cold blood, but T will retain you as 
my .slave, until I perceive, that 
your presence in your Own King- 
dom will be no longer dangerous 
to your neighbours, and then I will 
consider of the proper way of dise 
posing of you.” Abdulkader was 
accordingly retained, and worked 
as a slave for three months ; at 
the end of which period, Dame 
listened to the solicitations of the 
inhabitants of Footas Torra, and 
restored to them their king. 
Strange as this story may appear 
I have no doubt of the truth of it ; 
it was told me at Aalatotta, by 
the Negroes, it was afterwards 
related to me by the Europeans 
on the Gamébta, by some of the 
French at Gora, and confirms. 
ed by nine slaves, who were taker 
pr isoners along with Aédulkader, 

t the watering place in the woods, 
and carried in the same ship with 
me tothe ff est-Indies.” 

n reacisg this mteresting ace 
count, we are constrained to make 
the following observations ; 

1. This noble conduct, in an un- 
taught, pagat prince, as it calls . 
for angst sil imitation, ought t@ 
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“the third, 


by 


fie 


@nd people highly civilized, and 
who bear the honorable name of 
Christian. In the history of prin- 


ces and rulers nominally believing® ; 


in Christ, such a passage as this 
would certainly be viewed with ap- 
plause and wonder. How many 
volumes might be read, without 
finding any thing resembling it ? 
2, From such instances as this, 
especially when viewed in connex- 
ion with the words of St. Paul, 
Rom. xi, 14, that when the Gen- 
tiles do, by nature, the things con- 
tained in the law, they area law 
040 themselves, we are ledt6 en- 
"tertain a hopre, that there may be, 
even among Pagans, something of 
"genuine vi > Aa which shall, thro’ 
the efficacy ot Christ’s atonement, 
be prevalentand saving. Though 
it would be unjustifiable to speak 
with great confidence on sucha 
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saject, it must.be allowed  thaé 
the behavor related above, hag 
much the eftfearance of true, evan. 
geiical benevolence ; and had it 
been «xhibited by a professor 
of christianity, it Would have been 
considered as highly ornamental] 
to his profession, and as good proof 
of a temper. 

Atleast, there would sce 
in beck a mind :%$ that of Damel,a 
predisposition to receive t * B0S- 
pel ; a kind of pr Seprationy ad. 
mit the light of chri§ffanity, should 
it be offered. The circuinstance 
should give increasing ardour to { 
our desires, that the offer may be 
made, increasing fervour to our 
prayers, that God would gracious. 
ly succeed the uncommon exer- 
tions now making to propagate the | 
gospel among the heathen. 

PHILOETHNIKOS, 





ACCOUNT OF THE LATE REVEREND IVORY 


HOVEY. 


THIS worthy minister of the | 
| cess, 


gospel was born at Topsheld, near 
Salem in Massachusetts, on the 

3d. of July eld* style, 1714, 
joined the church in his native 
place, 6 September, 1729, hav- 
ing just entered the sixteenth year 
of higtage. We was graduated at 
Harvard College, in 1735, and, ere 
the time of his decease, was but 
among the living 
alma mater. 

Mr. Hovev preacked his first 
sermon, 14 May, 1733. - He was 
ordained over the religious society 
at M@tapoiset, the second parish 
in Rochester, on the 29 of October, 
1740. 

His constitution was ever slen- 
det. In about two years after his 
settlement, his health was so im- 
paired that he asked a dismission 
from his people ; but, their affec- 
tion and respect for him were such 
that, they were unwilling to grant 
it. rome . ‘dilfue roodness, he 


at a e regained his nse and 
his pastoral Dior were, for many 


He | 


f his | 
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| § 
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| cou 


years, Crowned with flattering suc- 
At. an early period of his 
ministry in this place, he wrote a 
concise letter, which is preserved 


| in the 24th number ofthe christian 


history i in attestation to the great 
revival of religion throughout New- 
England. 


While, by reason) of his fechle 
state of health; i in expectation that 
he must relinquish the arduous 
work of the ministry, heedevoted 
his attention to the study, purpe 
sing to make the practice of phy- 
sic his professional pursuit. Having 
acquired a competent knowledge 


| of the Nealing art he became, in 


1744; a p#actitioner and was the 
principal physician in Metapoiset 
till his removal. 

About the year 1765, sectarian § 
influence had become so great in 
his parish, that his life was render- 
ed uncomfortable andshe obtained. 
a release trom his pastoral relation | 
by the aid of an ecclesiastica 
ncil, 
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Upon leaving that charge he 
ublished a valedictory sermon, 
and a few years Since, one, or two 
sermons on the subject of mortali- 
ty. These are supposed to be the 
only discourses he ever printed. 
After a dismission from his first 
parish,was effected, he was. instal- 
Jed at Monument Pondssthe eastern 
part of Ply so egies: where 
he spent the® Pihain “of his days | 
in useftlness, having been esteem - 
ed,through-a long life, for his chris- 
tian affability, sincerity, integrity, 
piety, and uncommon meekness. 
Althongh he wrote many ser- 
mons while at Rochester ; yet lay- 
ing them aside, -he continually 
brought forth things new from his 
treasure for the entertainment and 
instruction ef his peaple in Ply- 
mouth. It is presumed that few 
have ever written somany sermons 
as mr. Hovey. In thelatter part 
of his life, however, he usually 
preached without notes. 

For sixtyfiveyears before his death 
he kept a journalin which those 
things designed for his own partic- 
ular use were penned ina short 
hand, «sis said, of his own inven- 
tion. ‘This journal, however, con- 
tains many. reflections written at 
Jarge upon daily occurrences and: 
hiss spiritual state, which abundantly 
@vince the Remilit y and the good- a 
ness of his heart.. No one seem-. 
ingly ever. made more complaints 
of his depravity and vileness of ate. 
fections, and scarcely any one was 
ever more exempiary, than this 
man of God. A very large pro- 
portion of his time was spent in 
his study and, like many _of the di- 
vines of former ages, he devoted 
a great number of the days of his 
life to special private fasting and 
prayer, 

The afternoon of Saturday was 
statedly set apart for receiying vi- 
sits from his parishioners, many 
ef whom. delighted to avail them- 
selves of the opportunity for social 
‘intercourse with their beloved pas- 
tor. : 

The ‘author of this account re- 
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ins 
eu 
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rev. Ivory Hovey. é £"» 
| admit of his doing ey 


tice to the memory of one o 
truly excellent of the earth, - 

. It is hoped that some’ extracts 
} from ‘his journal may, at a.future. 


who, while on earth, was habitual: 
ly in communion with héaven, 
their. tendency would be to pro- 
‘mote the power of religion in the. 
soul, 

He married Olive Jordan, 2. 
daughter of captain Samuel Jor-. 
dan of Saco, in 1739, who is still a- 
live,and by whom he had seyen chil-. 
dren, Two ofthese died in early 
“om Three sons and two daugh-. 

*s survive their venerable father, 

~ Mr. Hovey was able to continue 
his public ministrations till a few) 
days before his death, which hap- 
pened on the 4 of November, 1893, 
he having for neariy four months 
entared on his nimetieth year. 
“QO MAN" GREATLY BELOVED—. 


IN. THY LOT, AT THE END oF 
THE Days.” 

The writer of these memoirs. 
concludes with observing, that the 
following letter from the pen of 
e. Hovey, seems worthy of par-. 

ular notice. Itwas.the produc- 
tion of one greatly advanced in 
age, It was written buts twelve. 
days before his death, and wast 
last thing he wrote, excep “a few, 
breken sentences in his journals” * 
ONKELOS. an 





25 June, 1805, 
NOTE. 

* The new style was adopted in the 
British dominions, by act of pa 
on the 3 of September, 1752, at which. 
time cleven days were anticipated, and: 
the 3 became of courfe = 14, of Sep- 
tember, | 
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A LETTER FROM. THE AGES 
AND REVEREND LVORY HOVEY 
_TO CALEB HOLMES, A. B. A 
MEMBER OF HIS FLOCK, THEN 
A CANDIDATE FOR THE M1N-= 
ISTRY, BUT ee ORDAINED 





erets that his documents will not ! 
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AT DENNIS. 





period, enrich. the pages of this, 
Magazine ; as, coming from a man, - 


THROU SHALT REST, AND STAND 


‘liament, — 

































































OCTOBER 24, 1803. 
ear Sir, 
EAS I have not visited 
you under your present confine- 
ment by sickness, I should not won- 
der if you conceived me void of 





\ gratitude and sympathy towards 


one, who has proved himself of a 
friendly and benevolent disposi- 
tion towards me under my increa- 
sing infirmities of age ; but as you 
are no stranger to my circumstan- 
ces, I présume you will puta more 
candid construction upon this ne- 
_glect of mine. However, had I 
not heard of the difficulty ofspeech 
which you Have labored under, 
and reflecting upon my own defect 
of hearing, I should:-have taken 
more pains to have paid you a per- 
gonal visit before now ; but I 
thought under those circumstances, 
3 Would be likely to prove more 
prejudicial to you ; than profitable 
to either of us ; I say, for such 
reasons, I have suspended any fur- 
ther attempts of a personal visit at 
present, and instead of it, have es- 
sayed to write you these lines ; for 
J know myself not a little indebted 
to you, for your repeated assist- 
ance afforded me in public under 
my manifold infirmities, which 
am not able to remunerate ; dut 
I know who can and will recom- 
gence, your work and labor of 
ove, Which you have shewn to me 
and my people under our indigent 
‘circumstances, especially if done, 
as I hope it was, out of a religious 
regard to him whois not unfaith- 
ful, and) has said, that even a cup 
of cold Water, thus given, shall not 


be forgotten. Much less can we 
suppose that any special services 


done forthe interests of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, from a princi- 
ple of love to him, can gounre- 


warded. Yet all this reward is of 


»mere free, rich, soveéfeign grace 


alone. May Inot hope that you have 
experienced some tckens of this 
graciousidealing from your covenant 
God and Savior under your pre; 
sent. confinement by sickness” ? 
Since Jesus i$ said to be afflicted 
with his pecpige” all their afflic- 
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| tions, that is he is always presen: 
with them by sympathy, and his 
divine supports, whether” they 
have such sensible divine consola. 
tions of ‘his spirit or not, as they 
desire, For he saith to every true 
believer, I will never leave thee nor 
fomsake thee, Therefore such may, 
with humble boldness, say, the 
Lord is my helper, even although 
for a time he walks in darkness, 
and hath no liglit}“whilst he doth 
trust in the name of the Lord, and 
stay himself upon his God. “Isai, 
50. ult. 

My sear Sir, although the pres 
sent dispensations of providence 
may seem to bear a gloomy and 
dark aspect upon you, viz. that you 


finement by sickness, just after you 
had entered into a solemn covenant 
rejation with God, with a purpose 
to serve him in the work of the 
Gosple ministry, by his gracious 
assistance ; Isay at such a season 
as this, when you had just begun 
to entér into this sacred employ- 
ment, that you should meet with 
such alot, as to prevent your fur- 
ther pursuance of that design at 
present, I say, this, perhaps, may 
spread a gloom upon vour mindthro’ 
the instrumentality of satan taking 
an advantage from your bodily dis 
order to put a wrong construction 
upon it, But God’s ways are not 
as our ways, but as much above. 
them, as the heaven sare above the 
earth.- Wherefore, as an antidote 
against such a temptation,you may 
recollect that immediately after our 
Savior’s baptism, accompanied 
with a voice from heaven, saying 


ness tobe tempted of the deyil,; and. 
this was, also, just befor@jhis en- 


for his office as the Saviour of sin- 
ners, who being himself tempted, 


thize with, and suecour thém that 
are tempted. Now is it not e-. 





nough that the servant be as his 
Lord, in thig respect ? nay, is it 


as 


should so soon be laid under cone. 








this is my beloved son &c. he»was. | 
led of the spirit into the wilder- ¥ 


trance upon his public ministry, to, 
make him more perfectly qualhitied © 


can more compassionately sympa- J 
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ot a singular honor to be brotight 
into conformity to him, who was 
made perfect through sufferings ? 
Wherefore, we may put our suf- 
ferings in the cause of Christ a- 
mong our chiefest privileges, ac- 
cording to what is written in Philp. 

1,29. For to you it is given in 
the behalf of Christ, not only to be- 
lieve on him, but also to suffer for 
his sake, ButPmust break off ab= 
ruptly from writing, as I often do 
from pr eaching, lest I.make a bad 
matter worsey through my failing 
eyes, and sha cing hand, as well as 
shattered head. ~But would only 

add that I trust that you will soon * 
be able to discern by happy expe- 
rience, that all those things, which 

seem to be against you, God has 

meant for good. 

As you have lately by profession, 
and I trust sincerely committed 
yourself to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as the physician both,of your soul 
and body, to heal the maladies of 
both in his own way and time; if so, 
you cannot fail of a thorough cure 
in due time, whilst you carefully 
observe his prescriptions, who is 
the only infallible physician of the 
soul and body, and per fectly knows 
the constitution of both, and the 
diseases that attend every one of 
his patients that have applied to 
him by faith, foracure. Heknows 
how, and when to use Corrosives, 
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when the former Mo: had a suffie 





latter ; and as soon as he with 
safety ‘indulge us with divine con- 
‘solation, he will not defer itione 
moment, for he never afflicts, wile 
lingly, his covenant servants, espe 
cially ; but only when there is need 


a season, yea, a short season, per 
haps for a night, and joy comesin 
the morning. ‘Therefore, my bro- 
ther, Jet us, under all our sorrows, : 
wait on the Lord, and/be of good 
courage, for he will strengthen 
our hearts. Let us hope in the, 


as the health of our countenance 
and our God, 

So I rest 7 

Your obliged friend &c. 
J. HOVEY. 

P.S. Ishall make no apology 
for the many interlines, blots, and’ 
other blemishes in this letter. If 
my dim sight and unsteady hand, 
and other infirmities will not ex. 
cuse me, I am content to bear the 
blame. I have not time to transe 


der my present 
If you can pick out any thing pros 
fitable from it, I doubt not but you 
will accept my friendly, } 
poor attempt therein, 





and when anodynes and cordials, 


ate. 
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For tHe MAGAZINE. 


EXTRACT FROM THE PRIVATE DIARY OF A CHRISTIAN 


MINIS’ TER, - 


a 


NUM. 
WHEN I was very young, I was 
led fully to understand, that my 
honored parents, had solemnly 
devoted me to the service of God, 
in the gospel of the Redeemer, It 
was early well known to me, that 
from my infancy, I was the child 
of their prayers, ‘and their vows. 
And I was assured that it was mat- 
‘sr of their fervent desire, that the 





a 


ite " 
Gop, to whom they had te 
their son, would take. him under 
HIs gracicus care, furnish him for, 


‘and employ him in the gospel min- 


istry. According] ly, ‘they deliber- 
ately resolved that no exertion. 


cient operation, to prepare for. the® ° 





of heaviness, and then it is but for © 


Lord, that we shall yet praise him 


scribe it, nor skill to amend it, un-, 
circumstances... % 


a 





ee J. A te 
ad Mr, Caleb Holmes. 
Pil ‘ hy “ | 


*, 


Within the sphere of their ability, 


should be spared, or avoided. The. 
strength of this resolution was in- 


crease , by the manner in whiok 
aby ‘he mage 
yy 




















































7 ~* = 


¥ “oe ~ = + = e - ; 
— : ae _ae Pens, > Rests 3 poe oe : ae 7 a = — a ce ha Ey alt . LES A es eo ee ae 
= a = * hae - Ps a a a 5 ae —_ Tt = Pa ar ean ts ni -Y - > ms 
oe a ae. 5 ae ~ Fae re + pa here : % ol ae EES * Se VhNn~ : ee x = 
“2 7. ay ae ganna F “<r a. Py. call - Aenrw ahs sit ba oe a - mw bi z Sb Wee ae ’ eT - 4 é Se Pe . . 
4 oe ae : cA SF . WS Se Sd = 7 oS ee Pes . ons 3 * 7 “| _ ae Fe i hee) 2S 
ry fed ~ ” ks : = - co a oe - = _— ‘ ‘ ; > x ane : = ere = en « ar . a a " 
- > aan x “ = .s Seno ae f + 2 » : ’ as . 4 ge tak he eS “> oe om 4 ats ~ 
aay ees — ; ei es > An — a “fege ~ ine DA Oe PR “ oe ie oxen ori cae pee Scr etl 
ie ; * Ss eens < E-, 7 in, Sogo a See i ‘ aes ‘hig, Sit Mes —* ; 
a - at : a ad Ps <¥ - ies ™ = — ~ 
: ae ih . Pn . = - : ; . a a ‘ . 
es as or « at J rn . - ~ ‘ ai - : a — ? 
? = “a8 ve : sind Pe ar = , Aen on ; nite sits oboe pa ; a —— ; , , 
as —s- > hen aaa enna mo A : 
. et — : Men i 
jee ati ae cae i 
en i 


- 











i. the A 92 a Fxtvact front the 
: an , 
in ae A 
f Pie tah | the life of their consecrated child , inclinations to the sacred office, 
: : ‘willl was, Ohee and again spared tothem Towards the close of my collea 
Bay ey! whemhe was brought, apparertly,.| giate life, the inclinations which I 
z Oe ih to the very brink of the grave. J thad for merly felt to engage in the 
) vi tact: When 2 boy at HERE Y in @ | gospel ministry, had greatly ins 


) Roca manner which I cannot describe, }|ctreased. One interesting inquiry, 
“1 fell fromm iny seat as lifeless ; was | now lay with great weight on my 
taken up for dead, and carried | mind, and absorbed overy other 

several rods, to a neighbouring | care, It was:this.. Had I reason 

house, before thy signs of life cot ald | to think Iwas really called of God, 

»be percieved, A lon ig, and Violent | to engage in the solemn and ardu- 
feyer ensued ; in the progress of | ous work of the gospel, mgnistry, 

eat I was more than once, | And to this ‘enquiry, I was in- 

ought to be dying, anc no hope } duced to pay a very ‘close, and 

of life was left... But it ple ased the | prayerful attention, I could not 


Lord of my, life, graciously, to v4 support the idea of running with- 
strain the rage of my disease, to at- | outa call from God. I Se soe 


ford me an uncertain reprieve, and ed it -unsafe and sinful. © But t 
raisé me up to health again. From draw back and decline the ball 
ay these facts, my-parents deduced | provided Gop had cleared my way, 
ay inferences, which confirmed them } and called me to the office, was uns 
i in the resolution, to make every ex } dutifpl anddangerous, God, I knew, 
ertion for the purpose of 8 ving me ; could, with the most perfect ease, 
| | a liberal education. +#rom this | defea it ali my exertions in any other 
time their minds were made up, | sphere of lifegadnto. which I might 
and they resolved to “ lend me to | incline to enter. 

% the Lord,as long as I should live.” To an immediate, or ‘extraordi« 
| When I had finished my course | navy call, I knew that I could make 
{ at the university, and had taken | no pretence. And if I had pres 
my leave cf my ALMA MATER, I | tended*to such a call, I was sure 
found my self launched out into the | that 1 could give no immediate, ‘or 
noise and bustle; into the Burry }extraordinary ‘evidence of its real- 

and company 3 iftto the business ity I had heard no andible voice 
and allurementsot the world. Life, } fr6m heaven. 1 had felt no unace 
to my view, assumed a more :seri- | cotintable impulse upon my mind. 
ous: cast——a more intetesting, and | But I wasanduced to admit a bes 





important aspect thar before. Ef lict, that™the God of nature and 
felt myself standing sow eae on the | of grasé, had been preparing me, 

verge of a scene intoayhich I could}. in some measure for he work, 
. Jook but a very little way; and Tf And moreover, I could ‘not but 


trembled at the vicw. it now, | think, thatit was, his own gracious 
however, became my duty to med-«} influence, that inclined, and urged 
itate, arrange, and settle, as faras | meto engage in it. My conclusion 
' I could: the rec neral plan of my fu- Was, that through a medium, and 
ture life. by an order divinely established, @ 
The earnestnéss of that’desire, | Lwas called of God, to devote my-" 
which my parents had long cher. | self to the service of the church, 
ished, that, in due time, the way [Main the gospel of Christ. 
might be opened for my entrances it always appeared to me insup- 
on the office of the ministry, now Joportably dreadtul, tg preach truths 
recurred repeatedly to my recol- {| to others which were neither felt, 
lection. » Nor do Tafféct tasay, that.) nor believed. I could conceive of 
an it was, altogether w ithout influence. nothing more unbecoming, unpleas 
J.could not deliberately resolve to | sant, or uncomfortable, than to be 
disappoint their hopes, and. their | a teacher’ of religion, unless the 
yf] wishés ; especially as I repeatedly | heart of the preacher was impres* 
€ th felt in ny Own breast t, pretty strong | sed with a just sense of its reality 
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aad penetrated with an experience 
ef its divine influences, 

The “time has been, in which J 
was convinced, that if I were in the | 
ministry, I must live in continual 
restraint and hypocrisy; or bring 
a scandal upon religion while I 
lived; and be finally a cast away 
forever. Every idea of the first of 
these suppositions, was unutterably 
painful to me. And tire last, in my 
view Was misery in the extreme. 

Now, however, the state of things 
appeared to me tob e greatly changs 
ed. I possessed, at least, a feeble, 
trembling hope, that i was not, al« 
together a stranger to those expe- 
riences and exercises ; to those de- 
sires and resolutions, which are 
common to the people of God. It 
seemed to me, that with his own 
gracior us hand, the Lord was lead= 
ing me on to that, which I had‘for- 
merly meditated, with a degree’oi 
reluctance. I have repeatedly, 
and with prayerful attention, cn- 
deavored to examine into my 
views and motives, in offeriig my- 
self a candidate for the gospel min. 
istry. And if I am not greatly des 
ceived ; I can most deliberately, 
aud freely appeal to the searcher 
of all hearts, while I record ‘the 
following remarks, If I know my 
‘own heart, it is notadcesire of pop= 
ular applause, a thirst’ for honor, 
nora hope of worldly” gain; that” 
has moved me to undertake the 
work of the gospel ministry, No, 
nor do [I enfer on this w ork, because 
I think it an easy way of securing 
a subsistence, and of living with 
reputation in the world. Neither 
these nor any worldly pYospect is 
ny gov erning motive. But if my 
heart deceives me not, the glory of 
the aaorable God; the interest of 
the gracious Redeemer, and thie: 
salvation of immortal souls, 
my supreme objects and desires: ow 

On the whole, though I have 
abundant reason to account myself 
fess than the least of all Saints, I 
still hope, I have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious ; I still feel an 
increasing desire toconsecrate any 
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‘denial, naadl of labor. 









talents which God has given me, 


oe 





to his service in the go of his | 
Son, And notwithstanding I have eye 

been ready many times, to shrink 

back, and say with Moses, * Lord ae 
send by the hand of him whom ms me... 
thou wilt send; I have been cons ©)" 


strained, in. dependanceon the aids ~~ e 
of promised grace, to undertake - 


the sacred work. O, if I might but “i 
be the instrument of alluring some 
souls to the love and obedience of , ‘ 
God the redeemer ! If my poor ef- i he , 
forts Might be the means of bringing © “thaw i, 
some souls, now in the broad road , 
of sin, to turn from, it and walk in. 
the way to heaven, my peopcnee % 
would be tnutterable’ “How h 3 
py should I be, if but’one sinnea Be 
my instrumentality, should “be «0 
brought savingly, to, the hpwedee 
of God, and the kingdom ofheaven. 
My adorable master to whose ser 
vice, in this sacred work, I delib , 
erately resolved to devote myS@ifgj°) >” 
having cleared my mind, an@-” 
smoothed my way; i was licenced. 
to preach the gospel at = On the 
7 of June A.Di ——. 
At the time in which I eo to 
preath, the ministers brig 
were ejected to uncommon dif 
ficulties,and discouragements. But ' 
then, when I underta ok the work I 
did not dream, that it would cost ge 
me tothine, to pursue. it’to pure a: 
pose, No, [ expected a life’of self- * 6%. 
I knew that ae 
Satan would do his worsttohinder ” Bry 

















sme if I was sincere, and faithful. I) a 
thad reason to €xpect, that all Aza, 


laborers wouldbe ready, to counters 
work my best endeavors, andtoru* 4 
in the souls of men, But Thad put” ” ee 
myyhand to the plough,, and ¢ ul 


not, I dare not look back, y 
blessed Lord, so often strengthened _ 
me for duty ;..so graciou couns 


enanced my feeble attempts | for 


‘the hono*, and interest of the -re- 


deemer, the I was kept from be» yu 
ing daunted by difficulties, Yea “9.” 


more ;°I cannot’ but own Tfelt © 
myself greatly confirmed and ens 
couraged. 

But though my resolution has 
long been fixed, that I would by the 
grace of ror alive and dic preaches 


on 
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ing the everlasting gospel, yet the 
idea ofa particula: r charge has been» 
“decply affecting tomme,, My soul , 
” i trembled within me, when I 
have looked forward to the time, 

when I must bow at the altar.of 
Goa, under she inipfressive weight 
of ordination vows, My mind has 
atten 2ecn awed by views of the 
greet and anduocus nature of 3 
»work ; the high responsibility 

§ the cffice ; the dread consequences 


~ of unskiltulness, and unfaithfulness, 


sufficiency. 


i» 
F 


in the cischarge of @uty, and a 
sense of my own sinfulness, and in- 
‘these considerations, 
toscther .with those painful doubts 
about my spiritual estate, which 
often depressed my mind, very 
greatly , at.times discour aged me. 
The obvious inconsider ation, and 
precipitanéy with which many 
young men rush into,the ministry, 
was always matter of astonishinent 
tome. Never, however, did such 
rashness.appear so astonishing as 
wat this season; and I exclaimed 
within myself; Surely the individ- 
Qils who rashly rush from the 
ploughor the plane ; the school or 
the college, into the pulpit, do.not 
consider the Thinous tendency, of 
an ignorant mismanagement, oran 
unfait htul discharge of this weigh- 
ty trust. 
never realiged the wretchednéss§ 
awaiting that preacher, who mis- 


+ xepresents religion, perverts the 


Sight ways of the Lord; aud ruins 
the souls of men. They cannot 
have consideredthe final misery of 
that minister,who fa mishes immor- 
etal souls, by amusing them with 
‘empty, declamations or fine eloguent 
has BUC, that have no relation to 
Religion ; or by retaHingsthe wild 
ravings of dnthuisi asm, or the de- 
structive errors: of infi "iid In 
this Way, the souls'of men are left 
to pine and perish ; are led into sin, 
and kept in awful, in destuuctive 
ignorance, Yes, they are thus ex- 
> posedto@ ruin, which isnot incon- 
siderable, or Momentary, but which 
ds great. beyond all expression, 
and lasting as eternity. O, to have 
the weight of souls lying om a 


Extract from the 


They, certainly, hea ese 







found in his skirts! Distr ressing 


me, dear Jesus ! Save me from this 
awful guilt! And O, thou source 
of mercy, give thy feeble, and un- 
| worthy servant grace,to be faith. 
» ful, and mercy to be successful !! 4 
it is the all-gracious King of 
; Zion, as I trust, that has piepastd 
‘the people, to whom I have for 
| Some time preached the ‘word of 
life, to, unite im giving me an 
invitation to take the charge of 
hein souls, in the work of the goss 
pel ministry. Their call is now 
before me, and it has become my 
duty to take it into scrious and 
prayerful consideration. The dis- 
couraging aspect of the affairs of 
the society in former days ; the 
yconduct of divine providence in 


tion as a preacher into, and the un- 
expected, the universal harmony 
in the church and congregation, 
have induced me to account their 
call to be the voice from Heaven, 
Accordingly, I have deliberately 
yielded to their request ; and con- 
sented to devote my timc, my tals 
ents,'‘and my best exertions, to the 
service of their souls in the pase 
toral office. 

Wednesday-morning. The day, 
the .all-important day has now 
‘dawned, in which Iam going to be 
solemnly charged with a most are 
duous, and important office. Iam 
going to-day, as at the altar of 
‘God, more immediately to receive 
the gospel ministry. Henceforth I 
am to be an ambassador for Christ ; 
a herald of Jesus; a leader of the 
‘people; a shephera in Israel, Sa- 
cred character ! Arduous employ- 
ment ! Honorable office ! Ah, who 
is sufficient for these things ! If i 
owere “bid en to go in my own 
streneth ; or to try the effect of 
ibown: ability, in the work before 
me, I would shrink from the un- 
dertaking. But blessed be Gop, 
HE doés not call me to this. The 

masterto whose service [ am go- 
ing to consecrate myself, has ut 





tered the firm, the unalterable pro- 





preacher, and the blood of sonis 


thought ! Painful reflection ! Saye- 


‘opening the way for my introduce » 
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private Diary of @ 


wise ; “Lo lTam with you ; my] 
grace is sufficient for thee ; for my 


strength is made perfect in weak< 


ncss. 


The task which is about to désy 


volve on meds mighty and ardus 
ous ; and my Own’strength is ih- 


adequate, 
sure ground of reliance. But I can 


see none.in myself, none in angels)" 


orin men. Iwill then turn away 
from all creature confidence. I will 
trust alone in the divine mercy. ly 


will encourage myself in God. »He | 
It shall be my object} 


is gracious, 
to depend sincerely and entirély 
upon the Lord. God grant that at 
may be my happy attainment to re- 
alize all that inspiring encourage- 
gent, and that powerful aid involv- 
ed in the precious promises of the 
gospel.”” O may my trembling soul 
be cheered, and animated with néw 
vigor, and courage, In every scene 
before me { For this purpose, may 
almighty mercy, imprint on .my 
heart, the graciously multiplied as- 
surances of divine support, and 


pages 1 1! 

lrednes day evening. The great, 
the interesting transaction is now 
past. By the solemn rites of Ops 
dination, I have been publicly in- 


ducted to the office, and work’ of. 
In the pre-— 


& christian minister. 
sence of God, of angels; and of 
many Witnesses, a most werphty, | 


and important trust has been com- , 


mitted tome. ‘To God, and to my 
dear people, with bended, knees, 
and hands uplifted toward heaven, 
Ihave consecrated my time, my 
talents, and my best exertions. To 
their service, in their most impor- 
tant interests, I have freely de -V Otay 
ed myself, For their sakes, Phave ; 
received a charge, which might 
Well make an angel tremble. To 
me, hasbeen committed the charge 
not of their bodies, nor of their es- 
tates ; but of their souls ; theif 
precious and immortal souls. “Do 
q ae work of promoting their ever- 
lasting good, I have devoted my 
time, my influence, my public min- 


sates 


istrations,.and my private inter- 


Fn 


ery 


I look around for some. 


aid, sooften met with in the me a, 


hI can. without fainting, frightihg or 












































The®bonds of God are ee 
dE have lett 


Chr istian “Minkster. 


4 
é »course, 
upon me; @ 


y vows have pledged 
smeto labor, to the , ay of my 
power, to advance their spiriual 
‘salvation, ~God-has nowea right ; 
tomy constamt Service, by conses e.. 
‘cration, superadce ed to a thousand | 
‘other tenderclaims. I am notmy # ® 
own ; fam Christ’s property. I We 
am commanded, te present myself 
t. him. I have essayed obedience 
| to that command, once and again, 
"I now @esire, in exercises of deep © 
humility, and under anwaffecting 
sense of God’s unmerited m ercy, d 
renewcdly to give myself u to 
God. . O, the undeserved goodr 

ot God»to me, a worthless articles ~ 
of dust ; a feeble impertect and un- ce 
dutiful creature !! ! 

I cannot but recollect the solem# > 
transactions of my soul, at the bes” _ 
ginning of my 18th years Léok=" 
ing ‘back to thateseason. the Peso- a “ 
lutions and engagements of it, de® 
all arise into my view. And ah, 
ly have I failed of coming 
up to'them ! | blush and 4m con- 
founded at the thought. Whyam 
Ppreserved ? Why have I been 
permitted to see this day ?Ilam 
afraid I shal’ never do any_ thing 
worth living for._-But 1 will not 
despair. "And as 1 have this day . 
entered on «a new spheré, T would 9, 
fay befinganew. In castingfibout “9 "5 

srefore, how I may best fili up 

iV time, discharge the awful t trust 
re pocahtl in me, and Serve the Lor d, 
my. redeemer, I resolved Ist, to en< 
deavour after.a grdwing acghain=” © 
tance with the» a of religion 
in my own soul, To. study te 
act as the humble, watchful faith. 
jal servant of Gopi in ‘all the walks 
Of, life. Sdly, ifsue the due 

es of the pastoral ‘Office, as far as 
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offending.” 4thly... ‘Tomdisc SS esl) 
aia id paetica abject, 
_with/all the plainness and “fidelity 
in my power 5.°To preachlece 
tures, as oftenias providence < opens 
a door for*them, and there “is , 
an ear t> hear them, 6. To 
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write the leading» ideas, and as” 
much of the substance ; as possible ; 

and to redeem: time “for. this, to 
rise’ as early in the Morning 2s 
health will permit. All in, total 
dependance: ‘on’ my blessed Lor Dy 
for aid, success, and all things, 
Casting myself wARolly on him.” 0; 


a a 


Anecdote of Bishop Bull. 





“that He would deign to accept ang 
use me in his service; and pro. 


mote his own glory by me ! i | thing 
I would esteem it my happiness to 


ado him honor ; and to spend and 
O Lord, arise !, 


} be spent for hin, 
«Plead thine own cause ! And thine 





shall be the glory forever. | Amen, 





—— 
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. ANECDOTES 
Extracted from the life of Dr. Grorck Butt, bishop of St! David’ : 
a book, the. perusal of which is. recommended by mr. Wiiokr. 


FORCE. 

THERE was a preity occurrence 
came to 
George’s, which 
contributed very much to establish 
his character, as a jireacher, in so 
distracted a place, as. this qwas : 
and since, oftentimes, from acci- 
dents,seemingly very small, such as 
this, there hav e been, asitis known 
to every one’s observation, most 
considerable effects wrought out ; 
it is hence, hoped, that the notice 
of it will not be thoyght altogether 
useless. Now the matter was 
this ; Qne Sunday, when he had 
begun his sermon, as he was turne 
ing over his,bible, to explain.some 
texts of scripture, which he had 


» quoted, it hapened unfortunately, 


(as it was thought,) that his notes 

containedin several small pieces ot 
paper flew out of his bible, into the 
middle of the church : 
there was instantly maised a 
in manv of the congTe- 
gation, consisting chiefly of wild, 
sea-faring. people. These, con- 
cluding that their young..preacher 
would now, for. want of his materi- 
als be wholly at a non_plts, were 
not a little pleased ; and pre epared 
themselves, hereupon, to sport at 
him, with an air of contempt, not 


Fan a him, as the minister of 
them; in the weakness of 
flesh,» 


levity of those scoffers, with great 
concern, gathered up the notes and 
earried them to him, in his pulpit. 
Mr, Bull took.them, but perceiv- 
ing. most of the company there 


by which, - 


—_— 


ne 


‘But some, condemning: the | 
his good preaching, fell upon this 





umph over him, in that surprize 
and to insult his youth, which stood 
in Need of such props, immediately 
clapped his notes into his book a. 
gain, and shut it with great pre- 
sence of mind ; and thea gave him. 
self the liberty of discoursing to 
them, on the spot, prosecuting the 
subject which he had begun ; which 
he performed so very much to their 
satisfaction, that they, who at first, 
were prone inclined to laugh at him, 
began to grow scrious ; and from 
d Spising lim, were at length, 
so affected with his discourse, 
that this mightily advanced his 
reputation for the future, among 
them, and secured him, the good 
will and esteem of those very per- 
sons, who had been so forward t6 
divert themselves at that, which, 
they apprehended, would have exe 


posed him te be a common deri- 


sion. 
At another time, while he was 


preaching, a certain ranter, or 
quaker came into the church and 
made a disturbance, in the midst 
of his sermon, crying out aloud, 
Geerge come down thou art a 
Jalse prophet and an hireling : ups 
on which the parishioners, who 
were for the most part, seamen, 
and loved their minister exceed- 
ingly, for his great bounty and hos- 
pitality among them, as weil as for 


wy quaker with such fury, as 0« 
obliged Mr. Bull to come down out 
of the pulpit to quiet them, and te 
save him from the effects of their 


present, to be rather inclined to tri- | resentment, go getting in among 
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gheva and warding © off the blows, 
shat were flliag very heav ily up- 
on the fellow, he said unto thei. 
% Come neighbors, be not so Vio 
Jone against the fioow man, but 
nare him. You do not know what 
of vit Ae is actuated by. You can- 
not tell but Whaitt may be jihrcen- 
zy in him, or some other distemper; 
and | if 80 the man is certainly an 
ebicct of jity and care. Howev- 
€r let me prevatl ufion yor to for= 
hear, and hurt him not: but Tet 
me gued neighbors, a tittle argue 
the ah ntter coolly 4 verh him, So mr, 
Bucs turned himself to the man, 
andaddressed him after this man- 
ner. “-Friend thou dost call mea 
FALSE PHROPHET AND AN HIRES 
Linc. Now as to thy ‘first charge, 
PROPHECY doth generally mean 
ejther PREACHING AND INTER- 
preETING Gop’s worb, or else, 
FORETELLING THINGS TOCOME, 
And so a prophet, either true, or 
false, is unde¥stood in Scripture. 
Whereiore, if thou dost mean tha 
I am a prophet in the first of these 
two senses, { readily acknowl- 
edge, that I am so, and a true 
one also, I hope, forasmuch as 
in all truth and sincerity, I have 
now for some time, preached a= 
among this good people, what I 
could learn to be agreeable to the 
doctr’ ine of Christ and his apostles, 
not failing to interpret to them, the 
mind of God, in the scriptures, with 
no other end, than to bring thern 
to the knowledge of the truth, and 
thereby to the attainment of life 
everlasting. But, friend, if thou 
dost call me a prophet, and a 
ialse prophet, for foretelling things 






ET > 


‘to come, I then appeal to my paré 
ishioncrs here present, whether 

ever once’ pretended to this mane 
ner of prophecy, either in my ser 
mons, or my G iscourses with them, 
And so, in this sense, I can be uo 
false prophet, having never ce= 
ceived any one, by pretences of 
this Aatrre. And as to the other 
charge against me, that I am an 
imreling, T appeal again, to these 
here present, and that know me, 
whether they can say, that { have 
preached among them, ae the 
sake of gain, or filthy lucre ; and 
whether Ihave not, on the con= 
trarys been ready, on all occasions, 
to serve and assist them, to the 


aa 





municate as freely, 28 I receive. 
Upen which, the people being 
touched with a sense of gratitude 
to this minister of God; for his 
extraordinary kindness and con+ 
stant bounty towards them, but not 
duly mindful of that sacred regard, 
which was due to the place, where 
they were met, and to the occa- 
ston, which brought them together, 
perceiving the man to be at aper- 
fect non-plus, and not able to speak 
a word of sense in his own de- 
fence: fell upon him a second 
time, and with such vio’ence, that, 
had not Mr. Bull bustled very 
much among them, and by rreat 
entreaties prevailed upon them 
to spare hira, and to lead him, an 
shut him out of the church ; they 
would have worried him on the 
spot. After whith, Mr. Bull went 
up into the pulpit again and fin= 





ished his sermon, 





A CHARACTER. 
In an extract from a letter to a Minister in Connecticut; 


“T'THANK you, my brother, for | not less real fruit of religion. Fama 


your felicitation on the religious | 
state of my flock. I rejoice ; but 
it is with fear. Ihone I do not 
entertain too high an idea oft. 
Additions continue to be made to 





the chureh sbut not quite so large 
asin the past season, ‘There is | 
less stir, th: an there was: . a hone | 
VOL. I. 3 





ily prayer is reviving ; and acon- 
siderable number of householders, 
who had lived years in the neglec& 
of that duty, and some of whom 
had children old enough to notice 
the neglect, have adopted the res 
olution of Joshua, I ‘remark the 
effects of so happy a change ig the 
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eonduct of a family with great 
pleasure, Concern and religious 
seriousness in the heads of families 
have great influence upon the chil- 
dren and domestics, Books of ed- 
{fication are more read, and reli- 
gious conversation becomes more 
frequent and entertaining. Among 
a considerable number in the so- 
ciety religious things are the‘ prin- 
cipal topics of conversation, when 
they meet; and the minister has 
generally the satisfaction to find in 
his visits, that no subjects are so 
welcome and interesting as these. 
The conclusion from this last re- 
mark is, that the religious serious 
acess though more marked in some 
persons than in othersy has had in 
some degree a general diffusion, 
through the parish ; and leaves 
the hope that God is still ripeniag 
2 mere abundant harvest. The 
circumstance, which gives me the 
greatest pleasure, is the temfer of 
mind, apparent in the most seri« 
ous. It is very remote from bit- 
terness and censoriousness towards 
‘christians of other denominations 
and opinions. ‘They have imbibed 
this notion deeply, that religion 
has its seat in the heart, rather 
than in the head; and that the 
grace of charity is at least as im- 
portant, as faith and hope. This 
temper I regard, as one of the most 
legible testimonies of the work of 
‘the spirit in them. For what are 
the fruits of the spirit? Love, 
joy; peace, longesuffcring, gentle. 
ness, goodness, fatth, meekness, 
Semperance. Gal, v. 22. 

Since I commenced this fetter, 
which has lain by me two or three 
days, I have been, (shall Tsay ?) 
much afflicted by the loss of a 
church member, who with her hus- 
band was admitted to the Lord’s 
table lastseason. She belonged to 
the meddling class, as the world 
tanks society ; to the. free class, 


2s Christians are ranked. Whil 
in nearly her usual health, she hag 
a presentiment of death so strong, 
as to prepare with her own hands 
every necessary article to dress hey 
corpse. With perfect calmness, 
and without the appearance of en. 
thusiasm, she spake to « few reli. 
gious friends of her dissolution, as 
near. About three months before 
her death, she parted with her 
husband on a voyage tothe West. 
Indies, assuring him that she should 
not see him again, and exhorting 
him to persevere in a religious 
course. Her sickness was short, 
and very violent ; but she had hey 
speech and reason, which she em. 
ployed nearly to the last in giving 
the most appropriate and affecting 
counsels to her acarest relatives, 
and all others around her. As it 
respected herself, and the scene 
before her, sh@ was composed and 
happy ; she was afraid she said too 
happy. Her husband was withia 
sight of land, when she died, and 
arrived to see and bury her. His 
‘loss and afffiction are very great} 
but his consolation is proportionate, 

‘here was an uncommon share 
of zeal in her religion ; yet tem 
pered with knowledge. She had 
an urderstanding rathet above the 
ordinary class, and an easy Commu- 
‘nication, which made her interest 
ing and edifying to tne serious, She 
will be exceedingly missed by ms 
ny, and is mtch lamented by all 
who knew her. O my brother} 
when such a persen dies, 1 seem 
to see the spirit ascending. ‘Thus 
early, a portion of this dear har 
vest is gathered in. May the Lord 
preserve andripen her surviving 
companions for glory, and add 
the church daily such, as shall sup 
port their profession by a life as 
full of piety, anda death as full & 





| hope and triumph. : 
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Family Order and Governmenz, 


f£amtly Order and Government, 


OR 
THE PIOUS AND EXEMPLARY HOUSEHOLD. 
No, Ill, 


EXEMPLARIUS, who freqnent- 
w searches the scriptures that he 
may know every branch of his du- 
ty, and who desires in all things to 
pe faithful, finds himself unde: ob- 
ligation to attend to the minds and 
morals of his children, He is led 
to consider them as an important 
charge committed to him ; and 
that it is particularly required of 
kim to give them good instruction, 


highly incumbent on Aimaelf, but as 
2 matter of peculiar importance to 
them 3 especially, that they be, in- 
structed into the knowledge of the 
great and interesting things of re- 
ligion and eternity, as they are 
made known in the oracles of 


nitely more important, that they 
should be acquainted with things 
divine and eternal, and entitled to 
an heavenly, inheritance, than to 
waderstand all human mysteries 
and knowledge, or than to be heirs 


tothe uncertain riches of time, 


and entitled to all the glories and 
honors of temporal kingdoms, He 
is therefore solicitously concerned 
that their minds should be sujtably 
impressed, and properly biassed in 
his respect while young ; and ae- 


cordingly, instructs them in the ime. 


portance of the choice they make, 
teaching them to seck first the 
kingdom of God and hts righte- 
éusness, and to account all worldly. 
objects and enjoyments not worthy 
to be compared with the favor of 
God, and the glories of Heaven, 

For. this purpose, he frequently 


calls them together, and converse. 


es with them, The weighty af- 
fairs of the soul, the things that 
belong to their everlasting peace, 


are the topics, on which he princi-. 


pally insists. He instructs them, 
as they are able to receive, con- 
cerning divine and heavenly ob- 
jects... He teaches them, the keing, 


This he views not only asa duty 


sruth. He views it as beixg infi-. 





the. perfections, and the provideacs 
of God ; and the importance of 
being in a state of reconciliation 
and friendship with him. He teach- 
es them, the sin and apostacy of 
man, Fhe depravity of human nae 
ture ;.the necessity of renovation 
by divine influence and grace ; the 
necessity of faith, repentance. and 
new obedience ; and, in short, lays 
open to them, as he.1s able, and as 
their capacities will admit, the 
great scheme, and glorious ceconde 
omy of the redemption of sinners 
by Jesus Christ. He spends some 
time in speaking to them of the ine 
effable joys and blessedness of hea- 
ven, giving them to understand, 
that this is the. habitation of the 
just, and is prepared for al} them 
who love God, and keep his coms 
mandments, and that all who walk 
in wisdom’s ways, and glorify God 
on earth, shall be finally happyand 


glorified with him and by him, in- 


his eternab kingdom. 

The design of ExEMPLARIVS. 
in this is, that his dear offspring, 
for whom Iris bowels yearn with 
tender love and concern, might be 
early influenced to. seek the thinga 
which are above, and to lay up in 
store a good foundation agcinat the 


time to come. And, the more ef-. 


fectually to answer tinis end, be la- 
bors to impress oa their minds 2 


sense of the vanity and uncertaine. 


ty of all sublunary enjoyments, and 
their utter insufficiency to afford 


-them any solid, or permanent hap- 


piness. He labors toimpress their 
minds with a suitable sense of their 
mortality, and of the uncertainty 
and shortness of the. time of their 
continuance #n earth ; and endea- 
vors to bring. them to realize that 
as they are found at death, either 
in love with the world and its en- 
joyments, or in love with God and 
heavenly things, either in @ state 
of sin, ex.a state ef heliness, sa. 
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will fare with them for ever, in 
au future state,sothey will either be 
contigned to the abodes of mis ery, 
er weicomed to the mansions ot 
blessedness. 

He therefore labors to convince 
them, of the evil nature and de- 
structive Consequences of sin ; of its 
alo riming opposition to God, and his 
Jaw ; of its uiter inconsistency with 
the happinessof inen, & of its divect 
tendency to dr: LW down wporn ey 
creatures, the d is ple asure and \ ” 
geance of the Almighty. He = Nhe 


them, thatsin, if laved and persist. { 


ed in, is the broad way to destruc- 
tion ; that God wil by no means 
clear the guiltv,or suffer the fnal- 
ly wicked and impenttent to go un- 
punished, He acquaints them that 
ali the pious and holy dectest sin, 
and strive arainst It, as the worst 
of evils, as the bane of true felicity, 
and the source of all misery. And, 
as he iuus tabors to guard them 
@cainst sin m general, so he ex- 
} resses hus odi um and detestation 
of eyery vice In particular, and en- 
deavors to prepossess their minds 
against every specics of iniquity, 
however light or trivial it may be 
accounted. And when he discov- 
ers any particular sin prevailing 
in his family, or finds any one ip 
it prone to any evil course, he 
thinks himself bound to more par- 
ticular care and circumspection, 
an to make use of more vigorous 
exe:tions, to quell and subdue it, 
He labors te show forth the enor- 
ynity of the crime, and uses argu. 
ments and motives drawn both 
from reason and the word of God, 
and at times, as need requires ex- 
ercises the red of correction, in or- 
der more thoroughly to convince 

them of the evil of sin, and to in- 
fence them to depart from it, as 
the snare of death. He frowas 
even upon the appearance of evil 
among them, being anxiously cone 


} ‘y = 
cerned that they may efectnally 
niger the ton! sb and go in the 

t) 


way of understanding ; and tha 
being brovuvht up im the nurture 
ana. admonition of the Lord, the; 
may finally through grace obtain 


fan inheritance among them thag 
are sanctified. 


On the other hand, Exempia, 
RIS is studiously careful to encour. 
age and applaud every thing, a- 
mong his children, that is virtuous 
and commendat 6. By kind looks, 
encou raging stulles, and the be. 
stowal of suitable rew ards, he 
shows his approbation of virtue, of 
religion, if by any means ke might 
effect tually engage them in the love 
and pursuit of it. He rejoic em, with 
peculi. ir pleasure, wien he discov. 
ers alin} "£20 Wing \ iy tue, or inc reass 
ing grace ; and, with heart-felt 
gratitude, acknowledges the divine 
agency and goodness, when a bles. 
smg is added to his feeble efforts, 
No endeavors are censidered, by 
this christian parent, as unworthy 
of his pursuit, or as winecessary te 
be attended to, which he thinks wild 
havea tendency to bring about, er 
promote t hatywhich ? sors hearts de- 
sirc¢ and prayer to God ior, ni imcly, 
their renovation and eternal life. 


Fhis pious and exemplary parent, 
1, careful to join with his cc unsels, 
prayers, instructi nS, eae the influ. 
ence ofa good example. He sets 
before his children a pritern of 
those virtucs and eraces, which he 
yould wish to have cultivated and 
practised among them. HKnowing, 
that waat children discover in their 
parents, Will be likely to have reat 
influence on.their tempers and 
practice, whether it be good or 
bad, he is very cautious with re- 
spect both-to his words and his 
actions, avoiding those thines which 
are unbecoming or sinful, and pur- 
suing those which are commenda- 
ble aud virtuous. Me lets his mod- 
eration be known, as to mer 
i general, so to them in pare 
ticular ; not indulging himself in 
excessive passions, or giving way 
to any “practices, taat would be un- 


| becoming his station and character 


asa parent or a christian, He 
puts on sobricty, temperance, can- 
dor, and the ple: asing omiment of 
a meck and guiet spirit. He exe. 
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justice, ehar ity, kindness, forbear 
‘ance XC. He ‘orders his various 
affairs with discretion, and leads 
:. children and household, by his 
own steps, in the ways of pru udence, 
prospel ‘ity and happiness, 
ExEMPLARiUS, having his 
qnind impr essed with a sense of 
the vast importance of parental in- 
struction and disciplme andof par- 
ents ¢ lischarging their whole duty 
oc ildren, feels constrained to ad- 
dress those who are m the same 
station and relation with himseli, 
@) this subject ; and accordingly 
wold address them in the follow - 
ing manner, | 
“( ye whe are parents ; permit 
me to lay before you a few of the 
many weighty motives and consid- 
erations, to enforce on you a dis- 
charge of these duties which you 
ewe to your children. Consider, 
First, The near relation your 
children stand in to you, and how 
strongly the ties of nature bind you 
to pr omote, as far as possible, their 
best interest and hi appiness. They 
are bone of your bone, and flesh of 
your flesh. Descended from, and 
ourished by you, the relation must 
be viewed as very near and inti- 
mate ; and one might justiv be led 
to conclude, that natural affection, 
if nothing else, would lead you to 
siudy and pursue the things that 
would be most for their good 
and happiness ; at least that yoa 
would not be without some real 
concern for their eterza/, as well 
as temporal welfare. Can you be 
so unnatural as to neglect or forget 
them, in your prayers ? Can you 
refuse them your best advice ; or 
withhold from them your pious 
care and instruction? Can you 
ggg: do them so great an lnju- 
ry, as knowingly to set before them 
an example ot any thmg that fs 
bad ? Must you not rather be urg- 
ed, byt th e ties of nature, to warn 
then: against every thing that is 
evil, and to exhilit before them 
uw pattern of every thing that is 
amiable and virtuous? Can you 
have so little bowels of com- 
Wessicn, or be so cestitute of a 
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regard to their welfare, as to ne- 
glect the improvement of their 
minds ;. as to use little or no ens 
deavors to instil Into them the 
principles of duty and _ religion 3 
and as not to go before them in the 
way of the Lord, leading them by 
your own steps, in the paths of safe, 
ty and happiness ? Only consider, 
my friende—-only bear in mind 
suitably, the ear relation your 
dear offspring stand in to you. and 
you must, | think, be influenced te 
a discharge of your cuty to them, 
Secondly. Consid ler, they are a 
shectal charge committed to you by 
God, who requires and jus'ly ex- 
pects your be St endeavors for their 
improvement and happiness. He 
has not left you ignorant of the ob- 
ligations you are under to them, ; 
but has clearly pointed out, in his 
word, your duty respecting them, 
He requires you to instruct them 
in his la Vy and to teach them the 
ways of religion. In the old testae 
ment, he particularly enjoins it upe. 
ou his people, speaking of the laws 
he had given them. Zhou shalt 
teach them diligenily unio thy 
children, and thou shalt talk of* 
thera when thou sittest in thine 
houseyand when thou walkesi by the 
way, and when thou liest down, 
and when thourisestufi. Andi in 
the new testament, the language of 
lis revealed will is, Fathers, froe 
wore not your children to wrath, 
but bring them uf in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord = 
Teach and instruct them in the 
knowledge and fear of God ; and 
in the various things that concern 
their present comfort and future 
felicity. These lis requirementsare 
plainly expressed, But, if these 
things be not attended to. what acs 
count can you give unto him, in the 


day when he shall reckon with you? 2. 


Thirdly. Consider, as another 

gument to excite you to a cise 
aie of your duty, what gv eat 
sufiport it must be to you, at the 
close of life, to look back on a 
faithful discharge of the obligations 
you were under to your children, 
Though your endeavors, your coun- 
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gels, instructions, reproofs and en- } thefr good, Tam led at this time, 
couragements may not have had | te rejoice in thom! But how sag 


so happy an In fuence on them, as 


you could have wished ; or even. 


though you may have occasio n, as 
too many pious parents have, to las ; 


will be the case of those on the 
other hand, towhom God will say, 
* Rehold the children which Ihave 
given you! They were ignorant, 


ment, asGod did respecting his ane but you gave them ne instruction ; 


cientpeople,saying, J Aave nourish- 
edand brourht uf childrenyand they 
have rebclicd and done evil ; yet, 

a sense of having discharged 1 your 
duty, a consciousness of having ful-. 


| filled the obligations you were une | 


| 


der to them, will. be a source of | 


consolation to yeu, which ncither | 
the world, nor any thing else, will | 
be able totake away. But, Fourth-_ 
dj. Consider the aw/id refiectione 
that must pass in your minds, at. 
that solemn period, if you shall not. 
have. complied with your duty to 
them. Especially, if then neces- 
sitated to consider that they have , 
becomé more vile and sinful, more 
unhappy and miserable, gnd are 
likely to beso through life, at death, 


and forever, by means of your nee. 


elect ; how affecting must be the 
consideration *& how cutting the 
thought $ Be wise, therefore now, 
in a discharge of your duty to them, 


that you may have no o¢casicn, in | @ege 


the end, for these bitter reflections. 
Fifthly. Be careful, to extend 
your thoughts to the day of. julg- 
ment, and consider the.eccoun? that 
will then be required of you, How 
happy will it be for those parents 
who ean then say unto God, Lo, 
kere am I and the children which 
thou hast given me. ¥ have ine, 
structed them in thy will, have 
given them frequent warnings 
against sin, and have led them by 
my example in the ways of duty 
and happiness ;_ and through thy 
blessing added to my endeavors for 


| 








' they made themselves vile but you 
restrained them not, Instead of be« 
ing examples to them in duty, and 
in the ways of religion, you led 
bere: by your own practices, inte 

and sin. You have, by your 
neglects of duty, and your open in- 
dulgence of sin, even helped on 
their misery and ruin! Unnatural 
DP ‘rents! you have not prayed for. 
| grace to reuew and sanctify them ; 
have scarcely spent a lei sure hour, 
seriously to acgnuint then with the 
| knowilcdge of their duty ; and are 
now obliged to bear the upbraida 
ings of your children, and to feel 
the sad reflection, that they have 
perished, atleast partly, through, 


| your neglect $ 44? 





Be prevaile d with, then, O pars. 
ents |. to consider the near relas. 
‘tom your children bear to you, 
Reg: ird them asa shecial trarge 
committed to vent, | xy him who ig, 
rainted with. all your ways, 


| auc! who will be your judge. Ree. 
-alize the eccount you must give 





unto God, haw you have conducted. 
respecting ‘his charge. And lay 
seriously to heart, what must be 
the reflections of your own minds, 
when you are called, at death or 
isi, the day of judgment, to review 
what shall-have been done, er left 
uacdone, m this regard {And O leta 

consideration of these things excite 


+ you to perform the duties you owe. 


to your children, while there is. 
opportunity fpr it.” 


PAULINUS. 





For THE PiscaTaqua EvAneErical MAcazine, 
LFhings seen and unseen. 


IT is matter of surprize that 
people, who believe the bible, are 
£0 little affected, so seldom trans- 
ported by the views ef faith, if 





we readthe scriptures in the mosts. 
cursory manner and reflect at ally 
we cannot avoid the conviction 
that the things of this world are. 
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cov and vile, ¢ompared with hea- | 
venly things. Of this worid the 
richest treasures are dust, and the 
longest time of ‘enjoying them, a, 
moment, a watch in the night, the 
time in which a cloud passes across 
the sky ; for these are the scripture. 
metaphors, which describe hu- 
rain life upon earth. If we ‘con- 
sider the noblest object to be found 
in the earthly scene, viz. man, ‘Ae 
vold ig dim, the most fine gold is 
changed. If we consider man even 
in a state of renovation, he is not 
what he shallbe. He is sanctified 
but in part. There isa lawin hie 
cnembers warring against the law 
of his mind. In the best much cor'- 
ruption remains unsubdued, The 
elod of earth hangs so heavily upon - 
the spirit, that in its happiest 
flights of devotion, it rises but a] 
little way, and is but a little time 
gone, before it falls back again 
upon the dust. Sach is the earths 
ly state and condition. Even the 
child of God here appears humil 
jated. He may be ‘compared to 
the insect in the grub state, almost 
inert, and to the view of the world 
wniovely. But as the insect, after 
awhile, bursts the crust, which ims 
prisoned it, and starts forth a ren- 
ovated fly, swift and joyful in his 
motions, and beautiful to all bes 
holders in proportion and colors ; 
so the christian by death gains his 
superior state, becomes inconceiv- 
ably more beattifal, more vigorous, 
rnore joyful. What enlargement 
ef powers and affections awaits 
him ? How boundless the horizon, 
which then he shall survey ? How 


in 


) 





glorious the objects, which he shall 


! 
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see near, and discern clearly ? Te 
what glery shall he be exalted ? 
With what joy shall he be transe 
ported? In loud songs df praise and 
gratitude his voice shall be heard ; 
and his heart shall burn like a se- 
raph, with everlasting love and de- 
votion. Zhis is heaven; that is 
earth, Yet of earth men generally 
think most; they are .absorbed in 
the things of it; admireits smoke 
and dust ; and desire their portion 
in it. How mean and sinful is it te 
be thus earthly and sensual in our 
minds? With whatardorshould we 
breathe a prayer to God for his 
quickening spirit, to raise our 
souls out of the dust, to which they 
elexve 2? to ‘exalt our minds and 
affections to heavenly objects, infi- 
niely more worthy of them, and te 
turn our supreme attention to the 
proper business of this short life, 
viz. to prepare for death, heaven, 
eternity ? Were we thus employ- 
ed, ‘hings seem would fade in our 
eyes, and things wnseen would 
appear in their proper lustre. We 
should then havea joyful confidence, 
similar to that of St. Paul in look- 
ing forward to the future state, 
when we could say with him, We 
walk by faith not by sight. 11.Cor. 
‘vy. 7. I cannot better close this 
‘paper, than by the beautiful ex- 
pression of a certain anchorite. 
Extenuated, diseased, sinking un- 
der the weight of yeats, just rea- 
dy to expire, Ae drake out into 
singing. He was asked, why he 
sung? Ah, I sing, says he, because 
I see that wall tumbling down, 
which hinders me from beholding 
the face of God.” L, 














On the Disadvantages of Ignorance, 


AND 
THE IMPORTANCE OF USEFUL KNOWLEDGE. 
No, Il. 


THE present paper will be oc- 
@pied in showing the ill-effects of 
ignorance, and the importance of 
knowledge, with regard to sfiiritu- 
ai and divine things. 

Our spiritual concerns, it must 
be acknowledged, are vastly more 





| 


important than any other ; and 
ignorance respecting them is of 
proportionally unhappy and fatal 
consequence. ‘The soul is designs 
ed for an eternal state, in which it 
must be happy or miserable. And 
the happiness of that state depends 
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ander divine erace en a right use 
of our present liberty and privi- 
fezes ; and this right use of our 
privileves, depends very much on 
our knowledge how to manage and 
‘improve them. So that it seems 


Impossidle for us to ota Lin the 
hiopiness, or to escape the mise- 
ry, of the future state, withont 


. 1owledge to stecr and direct us 

aright. How miserale then aust 
the case of those be, who have ar 
eternal interest at stake, and ° 
know not how to conduct with re- 
gard to it, or what steps to take to 
secure it | For immortal beings to 
be travéling on that narrow line 
of life, which divides the regions 
of happiness and niiséry, and not 
toknow a single stepol the way must 
be wretched and deplorable in- 
decd ! 

How many of our fellow-crea- 
tures. are there, of whom it may be 
said, “ They perish for lack of vi- 


sion. and die without knowledee ! 
And uwlas! how many are there, 


wholive underthe sunshine ofthe 
gospel, and are favored with the 
most distinguished privileges, and 


yet areawfully i gnor: int with regard 
tothe things oftheir peace ! Who 
though they may have some his- 


tor ical or speculative knowledge of 
relizious things, are yet, alas } uns 


ha} ppily destitute of inward and 
saving licht, it Ly ng no spiritual 
ais: rernin: e of shiritual things 

To be blind with vers urd to di- 


Vise objec:s, these things which re- 
Jate to God and own souls, 
which concer duty and our 
happiness; to be ignorant of the 
elorious character — perfections 
of the Supreme Being,and of his ho- 
fy law and word; tobe unac quaint- 
ed with ourselves, unconvinced of 
eur sins, insensible of onr wants, 
views of 

} 


nd tohave no affectine 
he necessity and of 


of a Savior, 

he method of t salv; Atl ion, by h Hm—to 
be thus jenorant, is a situation exe 
t ‘emely a mS ryrn ativ tag 
. 3 -_ t3 
be deniore! !'—We are li 
‘a 


such led awav by the 


our 


eur 
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ae 


or 
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a case, to be 





various temptations withwhich w 
B2% assaulted, and are subject tobe | 
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imposed upon by all the enemies of 
our salvation. Deceivers and de. 
signing men will easily beguile us; 
-~ bo opieed , the great adversa. 

iil be very apt to take advan. 
re of us, and lead us into the 
maths of ruin, If we are ignorant 
cf ourselves, and ignorant of satan’s 
devices, it is a thousand ¢ to one that 
this enemy will ensnare our souls, 

and lead us ¢aptive at his will, 

How important, then, does it aps 
pear, that we be instructed ito 
the knowledge of ourselves, and of 
the divine will; and, indeed, of all 
those things, in which the welfare 
of cur souls is concerned ! Hence, 
we are expressly enjotned to ac- 
quaint ourselves with the word and 
will of God ; ikewtse to teach and 
admonish one another ; to instruct 
the ignorant, and resolve the doubt- 
ing; and to do what im us lies, in 
our respective stations and relas 
tions, to promote in ourselves ant 
others, christian knowledge and 
picty. What St. Paul says te 
Timothy, fs Eppes in some 
messure to all christians, “ The 
servant of the Lord must be gen- 
tle unto all men, apt to ee mm 
meekness instructing those who 4 
pose themselves; if God perad- 
venture will give them repent- 
ance to the acknowledging of the 
truth ; and that they may recover 
themselves out of the snare of the 
devil,who are taken captive by him 
at his will.” Parents, in particus 
lat, are expressly enjoined to in- 
struct their children in the laws of 
God, and the ways of religion ; to 
bring them up in the know ‘ledge of 
christianity 3 to teach them what 
they are to believe concerning God 
and C hrisf, and what duty God re- 
guires of them. 

Now, if so much be required, in 
order to promote knowledge, in 
divine things; how justly may we 
infer, the danger and iil-effects ot 
as leit to ignotance and blinds 
ness? And, how manitestiv appears 
the importance of religious knowl 
edges or an acqu ‘intance with dia 
vine and spiritual things. ‘The 
jmpertance of this, with respect té 
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the improvement of our minds, the] 


suidsnce of our steps, and the con- 
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—s 


a disconsoiate sitwati: . “s 
be, to thoughtful, inquisitivemince $ 


solation of our spirits, will, upon a { And therefore, how important do 


jittle reflection, be perceived. The. 
most surprizing discoveries are: 


made by the light of religion, es- 


necially the christian religion. | 


What exalted and amiable views 
does it give of the supreme Being ; 


ofthe character, perfections, laws, | 


providence, and government oi that 
God, with whom we have to do! 
And how interesting does christian 
knowledge appear, as it opens to 
view the glorious plan of redemp- 
tion, the astonishing method of the 
sinner’s recovery and salvation, by 
Jesus Christ ! as it sets before us 
the most amiable and perfect ex- 
ample ; discovers the most sublime 
and heavenly doctrines ; unfolds to 
us the most wise and equitable 
precepts ; and places in our view 
the most engaging ahd deligttul 
prospects, if we are only wise and 
good } How important does this 
knowledge appear, as it shows the 
connexion between the present, and 
the future state; as it warns us 
where our danger lies, and points 
out the only sure path to heavenly 
glory; and as it is calculated to 
produce so good effects both with 
regard to. our principles and our 
practice ! Christian knowledge is 
of great importance, not only to en- 
large our views and improve our 
minds, but as administering conso- 
lation to our spirits. It is cal- 
culated to bring aid and tfelief 
to us, amidst the various distress- 
es of life ; and to afford great 
Support to the godly, under the 
prospects of death. + 
Without the light of divine rev- 
elation, the circumstancés of men 
rr be viewed as truly forlorn. 
They “find themselves placed here 
in a vast universe, where they are 
unable to discover, with any de- 
gree of certainty, whence they 
sprung, or for what purpose they 
were brought into existence ; ata 
loss what construction to put Upon 
many of the dispensatons of provi- 
dence ; and what their fate will be, 


= 


the discoveries of the gospel ap- 
pear, by which these doubts and 
difficulties are or may be in a great 
measure removed. What support 
do they yicld the christian, amidst 
the dangers and trials that attend 
him in life, and especially at the 
approach of death { When the 
last enemy is near, advancing ; at 
which time anxiety, if ever, is apt 
to arise and increase ; then “ ap- 
pears, in a striking light, the high 
value of diScoveries made by the 
gospel 5 not only life.and immor- 
tality, revealed, but a Mediator 
with God discovered ; Mercy pro* 
claimed, through him, to the frail- 
ties of the penitent and humble ; 
his presence promised to be with 
them when passing through the 
valley of the shadow of death ; and 
habitations of eternal rest and glo- 
ry secured to them, in heaven.”— 
Thus important is the knowledge 
of christianity ; which so evident- 
ly has respect both to our present 
comtort and improvement, and to 
our futiire felicity and blessedness, 
How thankful then should we be, 
that we are favored with the ges- 
el, and the means of religious 
knowledge | The land in which we 
dwell, is highly distitiguished with 
the light of divine revelation, and 
the most exalted spiritual privileg- 
es. We have the word of God to 
read by day, arid to meditate onby 
night, which isa light unto our feet, 


|and a lamp unto our path. We 


have the sacred scriptures put in- 
to our hands, and are allowed free- 
ly to search them, which testify of 
Christ, and which reveal and of. 
fer eternal Jife. And we have al. 
so spécial helps to bring us to un. 
derstand the sacred oracles, and 
to find. the saving knowledge of 
God. Many of our fellow-mex 
are, unhappily though justly left, 
destitute of the light and privileges 
of the gospel ; and justly might we 
be deprived of ‘them. [Mn some 
parts of the world, and from some 





when they depart hence,”*=-What 
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of our race; ihe key of knowledge, 






















































ae —_ 


7 2 ; 


~ i» Sa” #5 
or EES MM oH , 
ee PS Besa © pa 
b Fa, or ¥ * i. 


ier, oe ee 


et Pe > 
re Ee oF 

















— 










166 Divedvontages of Ignorance: 


the true interpretation of scrip- 
ture, or proper help to understand 
the bible, zs taken away, by de- 
signing and wicked men ; who, it 
seems, arrogate to themselves the 
sole power of understanding and 
interpreting the holy scriptures, 
leaving the people under the mists 
ef darkness and delusion; and 
this with a design, as there is rea- 
son to think, the more easily to 
impose upon them. But, blessed 
be God, christian light and liberty, 
as well as civil, and the best helps 
to understand the truths and re- 
quirements of the holy bible, may 
be enjoyed by us, and are the glory 
efour land! We may think and 
read, and hear, and learn and 
fudge, for ourselves, having none 
to molest us, or to make us afraid ! 

Permit me,therefore, to urge on 
vou, dear readers! a diligent use 
of the best means in your power, to 
acquire and to promote knowledge, 
in divine things. What can be 
more interesting to you, or to your 
fellow-men, than this knowledge ? 
What is human science, or a 
skill in the various arts and occu- 
pations of men, in comparison with 
the knowledge of God, and of those 
things which are connected with 
eternal life ? Acquaint now yours 
selves with God, and be at freace ; 
thereby good shall come unto you. 

First. Be attentive to the means 
of your own instruction and edifi- 
cation, in spiritualthings. Be dil- 
igent, particularly, in the perusal 
and study of books, on pious and 
religious subjects ; especially such 
as are calculated to teach you the 
knowledge of yourselves and of hu- 
man nature ; the knowledge of your 
spiritual wants and necessities ; 
and the knowledge of that Savior, 
in whom all fulness dwells, and 
whom to know aright zs i7fe eter- 
nal. Above all, read the sacred 
yolume; for, that is the word of 
wisdom, the standard of all truth 
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and duty, and is able to make You 
wise unto salvation. It is given by 
inspiration of God ; and is firofit- 
able for doctrine, for reprroof, for 
instruction ix 
righteousness, that you may be 
made perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works. Improve also 
the best helps you can obtain for 
understanding the holy scriptures ;. 
the most approved expositions of 
the sacred text ; and the ministras 
tions of those, whose special em« 
ployment it is, to preach the gose, 
pel, to explain its truths and dus 
ties, and to enforce its precepts 
and requifements. Implore, like- 
wise, the enlightening influences of 
the divine Spirit. It is the offiee 
of the Holy Spirit, to teach and in- 
struct ; to convince the world of 
sin, of fighteousness, and judg- 
thent ; to take the things of Christ 
and shew them unto men ; ané 
being the Spirit of truth, he is able 
to guide you into all truth. 
Secondly. Be solicitous to have 
the knowledge of christian truth 
and duty propagated among your 
feliow-men. ‘Teach others, espe- 
cially your dear children,and those 
more immediately around you, ag 
you are able, and have opportuni- 
ty. Aid all those, whose concern 
and employment it is, to diffuse 
christian light and knowledge, 
heerfully contribute to thte sup 
port of public teachers of religion ; 
and cheerfully stretch forth the 
hand of charity in aid of those bes 
nevolent institutions, which are 
expressly designed to promote the 
knowledge of christianity, and te 
diffuse amorg the poor and cesti- 
tute parts of our country, that gos 
fel hght and liberty, which are se 
gloriously caleulated and designed, 
to make the wilderness and the aol 
itary filace glad, and the desert te 
rejoice and blossom as the rose. 


PAULINUS. 
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OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING RAHAB. 


THE apostle Paul hath made 
honorable mention of Rahab, Heb. 
xi. 31. By faith Rahab the har- 
jot was not destroyed with the una 
believers, having received the 
aniesinfreace. Rahab’s faith ¢on- 
sisted in attending to, and reason- 
ing justly on, what she had heard 
concerning the dividing of the 
waters of the red sea for a passage 
to the Israelites, and cogcerning 
the destruction ‘of Sihon and Og. 
Joshua ii. 9.10. For from these 
things she ooncluded that the God 
ef the Israelites was the true God, 
and sole governor of the universe, 
And firmly believing this, she re- 
sounced her former false gods, and 
concealed the Israelitish spies at 
the hazard of her life. In this she 
showed a goodness of disposition of 
the same kind with that which 
Abraham shewed, when he left his 
country and kindred at God’s com- 
mand. And as Abrdfham, for that 
great act of faith and obedienee, 
was rewarded with the promise of 
Canaan, 90 Rahab, as the reward 
of her faith and works, was not de- 
stroyed with the unbelieving inhab- 
itants of Jericho. This is St. Paul’s 
account of Rahab ; to which we 
may add what is mentioned, Josh. 
vi. 25. That she obtained a 
dwelling in Ierael ; being received 
among the Israelites as a proselyte 
to their religion. 

But James has carried the m-t- 
ter farther ; for he tells us that 
Rahab was justified by the work of 
concealing the spies, in the same 
manner. and in the same sense 
that Abraham was justified by 
the work of lifting up Isaac on the 
altar ; that is, she was accounted 
by Goda righteous person, and be- 
came an heir of salvation. James 
i. 25. It is true Rahah, in con- 
cealing the spies, told a lie to the 
persons who pursued them. Nev- 
ertheless her faith in the God of Is- 
rae] was not lessened by that single 
sin, which properly wasa sin of 
-BRorance committed agreeably to 
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the false morality of the heathens, 
among whom she had been edu- 
cated, and is no where in scrip- 
ture commended. Besides, of that 
sin, as well as ot her former loose 
life, ske no doubt repented, when 
she attained more just notions of 
her duty. For after she lived 
among the Israelites she seems to 
have been remarkable foxher pi-. 
ety and virtue, insomuch that Sa/- 
mon, a Jewish great man married 
her, and by her had Boaz, the 
great-grand-father of David, from 
whom our Lord descended. — 
Some commentators, in vindicas. 

tion of Rahab’s character, tell us 
that the Hebrew word answering 
to an harlot, sometimes signifies an 
innkeeper et host. But there is 
no occasion in Rahab’s case, to de-. 

art from the common- meaning 
of the word, because the worthi- 
ness of a person’s character, whate 
ever it may be in theestimation of 
men, doth not in the sight of God 
depend on what one hath been for-. 
merly, but on what he is at present, 
and continues to be to the end of: 
his life. 

Rahad,for concealing the spies and: 
deceiving their pursuers by a lie, 
hath heen represented by the ere-. 


mies of revelation, as a traitor to. 
her country, and an immoral per. 


son, who was unworthy of the 
praise bestowed on her by the apos- 
tles, Pauland James. But it should 
be considered, that after she be- 
lieved the God of Israel to be the 
true God, and was certain that he 


would destroy Jericho, the conceal-. 


ing of the spies, instead of being a 


blamable action, was a duty, she: 


owed to the worshippers of the 
true God, and was the only means, 


by which she could preserve her | 
own life, and the life of her par-. 


ents and kindred. Wherefore the 


.commendation bestowed by the ae. 
postles on Rahab is well founded ;. 


and she is said with truth to have 


been justified by the werk of cone. 


Cealing the spies, 






















































Reasons and Motives for. carly: Piety 


REASONS AND MOTIVES FOR EARLY PIETY. 


THE religion of Jesus is equally 
important to the aged and the 
young ; and equally necessary to 
their personal comfort in this life, 
and their eternal felicity in the 
future world. But, as it respects 
society, and the spiritual advanta- 
ses, which may be derived to oth- 
ers, the advancement of the Re- 


deemer’s kingdom in the world, 
and the honor of his great name, 


it appears peculiarly. important, 
that the rising gencration become 
early acqui ainted with Jesus Christ, 


and devoted to his service. For, 


the sooner a person is heartily en- 


ged in religion, the longer time 

he will have to serve God and his 
generation. And the longer he ex- 
hibits ina godly life and pious con- 
versation, an & xample of the grac- 
es and virtues of the christian re- 
ligion, the more extensive, in all 
probability, wiil be its happy ef- 
fects and influences upon others ; 
the more service will be done for 
God, and the more glory will re- 
dound to his holy name, On the 
other hand, while a person neglects 


religion, he is depriving himself of , 


all spiritual comfort, and risking 
the eternal salvation of his im- 
mortal soul, Not only so, he is set- 
ting an example to others, which, 
being followed, may prove the ev- 
erlasting ruin of thousands of pre- 
cious souls, one of which is of infi- 
nitely more value, than all the 
wealth of this world. How im- 
portant then, beyond conceptivn, 
that young people seek to become 
savinely acquainted with Jesus 
Christ, and. devote themselves to 


his service. ‘To this end the fol- | 


lowing motives to early picty are 
humbly submitted to our candid 
readers, with ardent supplications 


to the God of all grace, that they | 


may be og ‘umental of their spir- 
itwal good ; especially that they 
may be a mean of calling the seri- 
wus attention of our youthful rea- 
ders to the all-important business 

of religion ; and of persuading ping: 
to yield themselves “ soul and be 
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dy a living saerifice, holy and ac. 
ceptable to God, which is their 
reasonable service.’ 

Early piety is altogether reason. 
able. By piety is to be understood 
nothing short of real religion ip 
principle and practice. By early 
piety, the early devotedness of the 
heart and life to God in Chris: 
Jesus, and the practice of all gos. 
pel duties. We owe our all to 
| God. He is the most glorious and 

excellent of beings. He is our 
creator, preserver and constant 


happiness depends. Therefore it 
is highly reasonabie, that the prime 
of life, and the excellency of our 
strength should be devoted to him, 
and has service, and not to car. 
nal Justs and pleasures, till we are 
incapable of serving God. Young 
{ people are too apt to indulge the 
taought, that there will be time 
enough to save God, wheu they 
shall be further advanced in years, 
How unreasonable { how ungrate. 
iul the thought, that it will be 
enough to deyote a few of the last 
. remaining days of life, to the ho. 
| nor and service of that God, from 
| whom we receive every mercy of 
| life, and on whose mercy we de- 
pend for eternal happiness. God 





' the lame and the sick to him, and 
| says, “Should I accept this at 
| your ‘hand i? Mal. i. 13. It isbut 
| reasonable, therefore, that God 
| should have the dew of your youth. 
| =6 Secondly. Early piety is not 

| only reasonable, but itis necessarv. 


| Tt is necessary to restrain youthful 


lusts. ‘Phe apostle prescribes an 
' Exc gag Scan against yonthful 


lusts. Tim. ii, 22. “ Flee al- 


sO youthful lusts ; but follow righ. 
teousness, faith, chrrity, peace, 
with them that call on the Lord 
out of a purcheart.”. If there be. 

an inclination for that, which is 
good, there will be a disposition to 
avoid all sin, Holy love to God: 
and religion will extinguish impure 
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' busts and corruptions, Farly pi¢e 


benefactor ; and on his favor, our, 


| complained of Israel, for offering. 
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ty wit restrain from sinful plea- 
gires and vanities, to which youth 
are prone, but sensual pleasures, 
indulged, will extinguish in the 
mind, all sense of divine things, 
and draw away the heart from 
God. 
Thirdly. The season of youth is 
the best and fitest time to begin the 
all-important work of religion, It 
is the inost proper season for re- 
ligious instruction. Isa. xxviii, 9, 


10. *“* Whom shall he teach knowl- 


edge? And whom shall he make 
to understand doctrines! Them, 
that are ,;weaned from the milk 
and drawn from the breast. For 
precept must be upeu precept, pre- 
cept upon precept, line upon line, 
line upon line, here a little and 
there a little. Youth hath many 
advantages for religion. ‘The men- 
tal faculties are lively, most fit for 
the exercises of religion, Youth- 
ful age in general, is free from those 
bodily infirmities, which usually 
attend old age. The mind is more 
susceptible of impressions from di- 
yine truths, than it will be when it 
becomes weakened by the infirmi- 
ties of age. The will is more plia. 
ble, than when confirmed by age, in 
sinful habits. The memory is more 
capable of retaining the word of 
God. The heart will more easily 
receive the impressions of the di- 
vine image, than jt wil! after a long 
continuance in sin. Youthful age is 
full of vivacity, courage, and reso- 
lution to accomplish what they at- 
tempt. Says the apostle,1. John, ii, 
14. “ I have written to you, young 
tnen, because you are strong and 
the word of God abideth in you, 
and ye have overcome the wicked 
one. Thus the age of youth is the 
season, in which the faculties of 
body and mind are suited to the all- 
important work of religion. 
Fourthly, Early picty is pe- 
cullarly pleasing toGed, God de- 
Yehts in the first fruits. “ I re- 
member the kindness of thy youth, 
‘ue love of thine espousa]s, when 
thou wentest after me in the wil- 
derness, in a land that was not 
Jereh. ii, 2. God hath 
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smanifested a peculiar respect to, 
and distinguished with peculiar 
honor the pious youth recorded in 
the scriptures. Daniel, in his 
youth, was distinguished for piety, 
and God had so great a regard to 
him, that he joins him with Noah 
that preached righteousness, and, 
Job that mirror of patience. Ezek. 
xiv, 14. 

Our divine Savior, in the days of 
his flesh, was highly pleased with 
seeing children come to him; 
and says, “ I love them that love 
me, and those who seek me early 


shall find me. “ When young peos: 


ple can find a disposition of heart, 
to devote the prime of their life to 
God, and the duties of religion, it 
is an evidence that they have a 
love and regard for religion. And, 
as there is joy in heaven at the 
conversion of a signer, so it must 
be a delightful spectacle in heaven, 
to see a young person in the bloom 
and prime of life, devoting himself 
to the service of God, and resolute. 
ly resisting the temptations of the 
world, and manfully and gloriously 
acquitting himself against all its 
enticing vanities. For a youth ta 
reject all these and cleave sted- 
fastly to God, and the religion of 


Jesus, resolving to spenc his days. 


in the fear of God, and tohis glory, 
will easure him the approbation of 
Heaven, 

fifthly. The longer a person ne< 
glects religion, and the more sin 
he is guilty of, the greater anguish 
and horror of conscience will he. 
experience, should he be awakened 
to true repentance. Putrified 
wounds require more painful ope- 
rations, in order to effect a cure, 
than those attended to when fresh 
and new. The further we go from 
God and duty, the harder it will be 
to return. ‘Can the Ethiopian 
change his skin, or the leopard his. 
spots.”* Then may ye, who have. 
been long accustomed to do evil, 
learn to do well. God may in, 
his righteous judgment, withdraw 
his sptrit from those, who long cone. 
tinue in a sinful course, and the nee, 
elect of the means of grace; and 
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©! whata dreadful condition to be 
iu, to be forsaken of God, and giv- 
en over to hardness of heart. O 
youthful reader! do you consult 
your own comfort and safety, at- 
tend to religion now. 

Sizxthly. Early piety is the best 
provision, which can be made for 
oldage. ‘The evils of old age wiil be 


greatly alleviated by reflections on | 


a life, spent in the service of God. 
Such an one may say with David, 
«¢ Thou art my hope,O Lord Ged ! 
Thou art my trust from my youth. 
Thou hast guided me by thy coun- 
sel, and thou wilt receive me to 
glory.”” Who can imagine what 
comfort and satisfaction it must 
afford the saint to reflect’upon his 
past life, when he can appeal to his 
God and say, I have feared and 
served thee from my youth. 
Again. Religion is the only pre- 
paration for death, And how im- 
portant is it to be prepared for 
sickness and death while young ? 
No age is exempt from death. 
Those, who devote themselves to 
religion while young, and eontinue 
in a religious course, will find real 
comfort in it. Comfort in life, and 
comfort at death. Great peace 
have they, who love Ged’s law.” 
Again. Early piety will render 
a person more useful and service- 
able in religion. A, religious life, 
begun in youth and contiaued, will 
become more eminent. And God 
often honors those who fear and 
serve him from their youth, and 
makes them instruments of much 
od in their generation, which is 
a great blessing indeed. No person 
ean calculate the good, which one 
serious godly youth may be instru- 
mental of doing inthe world. He 
maybe a mean of impressing the 
yninds of others, with whom he is 
conversant, with serious thoughts 
of God, and engaging them in his 
service. And from them, serious 
impressions may be communi- 
cated to others, and it may go 
from generation to generation. 
One serious pious person may be 
atmean of propagating religion to 
whousands ; even to those whoshall 
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be born in yearsto come. And thy 
sooner a person is heartily engag. 
edinreligion,thegreater advantage, 
and longer time he will have to de 
good and be useful in the world. 
The longer time also will he hay 
to improve in the graces of the 
christian religion, and to glorify 
God. A young plant in the house 
of God will flourish and bring forty 
much fruit, 

Again. The sooner a person 
engages heartily in the religion ef 
Christ, the more comfort he will 
have 'n religion, Good men are 
sometimes greatly disgusted and 
grieved upon reflections on their 
former miscarriages. Job says, 
* Thou writest bitter things against 


sins of my youth.” Job. xiii, 26, 
David, in his humble prayer for 
the remission of his sins, has this 
petition, “ Remember not the sins 
of my youth. Psalm xxv. 7, 
‘Though he had obtained pardon of 
God, yet when he refiected on the 
sigs ot his youthful days, his heart 
was grieved with a sense of his gross 
miscarriages in his former days. 
This greatly diminished his spirite 
ual comfort in his declining years, 
But they, who fear God and walk 
in the ways of true religion from 
their youth, will have comfortable 
reflections upon themselves, and 
sweet communion with God, and 


in the divine mercy, in all the 
changes of providence, and may 
have blessed hope and consolation 
in the hour of death. The longer 
acquaintance a person has with 
God, and the more his affections 
are spiritualized, his faith and hope 


ble and joyful will he be, when he 
shall receive his summens to leave 
this world, and enter into his eter- 
nal state. Again. The sooner a 
person is seriously and heartily 


deemer and the advancement of his 
kingdom in the world ; the great. 
er willbe hisreward. They, whe 





have been the most eminent saints. 


me, and makest me to possess the - 


may always safely trust, and hope 


strengthened, the more comforta-. 


engaged in religion, and the more. 
he does for the honor. of the Re-. 
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shall have an abundant entrance 


a into the kingdom ofour Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Again. It is the express com- 
mand of God, on whose favor our 
i@ happiness depends, that young peo- 
® nie should remember their Crea- 
tor, to serve him. Eccl. xiv. 1. 
Remember now thy Creator in the 
Mm davs of thy youth.” The precept is 
eremptory without any limitation, 
and universal without any excep» 
Htion. Wherever the gospel goes, 
erery one, as soon as he arrives at 
Wears of understanding, is strictly 
called upon, and commanded, to 
remember, his Creator, and begin 
a religious course of life. 

Knowing the usefulness ahd ex- 
ample, both to instruct the mind 
and influence the practice, a few 
examples of early piety, recorded 
in the holy word of God, are now 
selected, to stimulate our youthful 
yeaders, to the love and practice of 
religion. Joseph was a godly young 

man, and he was an eminent bles- 
sing in his generation. A blessing 
jot only to his father’s family, but 
toa whole nation. Joshua was a 
lous young man, and the Lord 
rowned him with signal honors. 
Ze maghified him in the sight of 
ll Israel, It is recorded of Josiah, 
hathé sought after the Lord when 
young. At sixteen years of age, 
he attended to the counsels of God, 
and sought his face. And at twen- 
y years of age, he was an instru- 
ment, in the hands of God of ef- 
Becting a great reformation in the 
Kingdom ef Judah, 2. Chron.xxxiv. 
1. Daniel the prophet, while 
foung, was established, in religion 
and the fear of the Lord, and in 
um God had great delight. Dan, 
x. x1, Of good Obadiah, it is re- 
orded, that he feared the Lord 
Srom his youth. 1. Kings, xviii. 
¢. John the Baptist was sancti- 
Ned from the womb. ‘Timothy, 
hat young disciple and Evangelist 
as acquainted wath the holy scrip- 
ures Irom a child, 2 Tim. $ 15. 
hese are some of the youngsaints 
“gistered in the books of God for 
“T instruction and imitation, 
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But our great Lord and master 
Jesus Christ, is the brighest exam- 
ple of early piety. When he was 
but twelve years old he was engar 
ged in his heavenly father’s busi- 
ness, sitting in the midst of the most 
learned of the Jews, both hearing 
and asking them questions. Herein 
Christ is an example to young peo= 
ple, early to devote themselves to 
the business of their heavenly fath- 
er. ‘ ‘To seek first and above all 
things the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness.’ 

And now, if any of our youthful 
teaders, whohave hitherto been too 
jndifferent towards the things of 
religion, begin to entertain serious 
thoughts about these things ; let 
them be intreated to consider what 
religion is, and its infinite impors 
tance. Let them be intreated to 
cherish their convictions, while 
their minds are impressed with 
concern about those things, with 
which their eternal happiness is 
connected. Consider the ruined 
state of man in consequence of sin, 
that he must have perished forev= 
ei, had not God in his infinite com- 
passion and grace devised a way 
for his recovery,by giving his eters 
nal son, who in the falness of time 
assumed Human nature and, in 
that, fulfilled all righteousness,and 
suffered the penalty of Ged’s broke 
en law, and died upon the cross to 
atone for sin, and pfocuré a new 
covenant dispensation under which 
God can, with honor to all his a- 
dorable perfections, pardon the 
humble penitent believer in his son 
Jesus Christ. It hath pleased God 
to give you tlie gospel, and there- 
fn to reveal the plan of salvation, 
and plainly shew you what Is re- 
quired of you under the new cove- 
nant dispensation ; that ye receive 
the divine testimony, and adhere 
to the gospel, as the rule of faith 
and practice. That you consent 
to ail gospel terms, both, in teme 
per of your minds and tenor of your 
lives. That you study the scrip- 
tures, as the man of your counsel, 
strictly ebserving what God has 


therein enjeined upon you. That 
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in the name of Jesus Christ, you 
sincerely pray to God for the in- 
fluences of his Spirit to make his 
word effectual upon your hearts, 
and lives ; that froma free and 
voluntary choice you may live de- 
voted to God, and conduct in all 
things, ‘* As his grace in the gospel 
teaches,” relying upon the merito- 
rious righteousness of Christ for 
justification. ‘This is true religion 
if it flows from the heart. And O 
youthful reader it is your highest 
wisdom and itterest to become im- 
mediately acquainted with it and 
live in the practice of it. And until 
this disposition be formed in you, 
you do not live, as those, who are 
born from above ; but remain un- 
der the condemination of God’s law. 
O, accept the offer of mercy at 
the hand of God now. Jesus Christ 
says I love them that loye me and 
those, who seek me €arly,shall find 
me. Jesus Christ came into the 
world, as a prophet to teach, as 
well as a priest to make atone- 
ment. And sirce he calls you to 
learn of him, Kearken to his in- 
structions, imitate his blessed ex- 
ample, and rely upon his atone- 
ment for salvation. It is your honor 
as well as interést, to be conform= 
able to that blessed life, which was 





Pindication of the Divine condici 


then laid down to redeeta yoy 
Can you think, if you spend alf the 
prime of life in sin, that God wij 
accept you, when youcan no long. 
er enjoy the pleasures of sin > 
* Commune with your own hearts 
stand in awe and sin not.” a 
quaint yourselves with God andbe 
at peace that good niay come mp. 
On you. 

And néw, youthful reader, see. 
Ing that the law of eur crea) 
tion, the dictates of reason, theim. 

ortunity of God’s word, the striy. 
ings of the holy Spirit, the com. 
mand of your Maker, the example 
of your Redeemer, and _ his gra. 
cious and endearing calls to you 
in his word, the experience of the 
saints on earth, and the unanimous 
sense of the angels and saints 
in heaven, together with your 
own highest interest in time and 
eternity do all conspire, to invite 
and persuade you to the early prac: 
tice of true religion and godliness, 
how can you refuse a eompliance? 
Why will ye die when life eternal 
is offered to you, and you are urgs 
ed by all these motives and consid. 
erations to accept. You are entreat: 
ed by all the ties of redeeming 
love. “ Now is the accepted time.” 
“ Therefore if you will hear his 





frst employed to instruct you and 


voice, harden not your heart,” 
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VINDICATION OF THE DIVINE CONDUCT RESPECTING 
DAVID. 


_AS presumptuous Sinners are | 
disposed to harden themselves in 
tin, pleading the example of Da- 
Vid ; and as it appears to some per- 
sons, inconsistent with the perfect 
character of (sod to show such pe- 
éuliar favor to a man, who sinned 
§o enormously, it may be worth 
while to consider the character of 
David, and the divine proceedings 
towards him. 

When Saul had disobeyed God, 
and offended his prophet, God said 
by the mouth of Samuel, 7 have 
sough:a man afler mine own heart, , 
and have commanded him to be’ 








cafitain of my freofile, because thor: 
hast not keftt that, which the Lord 
commande l thee. (t.Sam. xiii. 14.) 
It seems strange to many, that God 
should say this, and the apostle re- 
peat it, concerning David, consid- 
ering some traits in his character, 
especially his sin in the matter of 
Uriak. 

it is somewhat probable, that 
this honorable testimony. relating 
to David had respect to him, only 
as king, or commander of God’s 
people, Saul had not proceeded it 
his official capacity, as the Lord 
had conmtmanded him § Qherefure 





resfecting David. iis 


eaith the Lord, thy kingdom shall 
mot continue. have sought out 
aman afier mine own heart, who 
shall command my freofile ; i. e. 
ie should fight God’s enemies, and 
administer government according 
tothe divine directions,which Saul 
did not. * 

But whether the passage above 
cited, had respect to Javid, as a 
yeligious man, or only as a@ king 
and cognmander, two things are 
certain ; first,that his general char- 
acter, in a religious view, was ex- 
cellent, and worthy of imitation ; 
and secondly ; as to his ereat trans- 
gression in the matter of Uriah, 
god manifested, in the clearest 
manner, his displeasure against it. 

first. The general character 
of David was that of eminent piety. 
He seems to have feared God from 
bis youth, whata deep sense of re- 
ligion, what a noble confidence 
of God, did he manifest, in going 
against the giant of Gath! his 
concern seemed less for the honor 
of his nation, simply considered, 
than for the honor of that God, un- 
der whose peculiar protection the 
nation was, who is this unctrcum- 
cised Philistine that he should de- 
Sy the armirs of the ving God ? 
Again; when going ott to meet the 
giant he said, Thou comest against 
me, witha sword, anda sflear, and 
a shield ; but I come unto thee in 
the name of the Lord of Hosts,the 
God of the armies of Isracl,whom 
thou hast defied. 

The sacred history, though it 
records his errors, impartially, 
leads‘ one to view David as a brave, 
discerning, religious man. He 
seems to have entertained an ha- 
bitual impression of being in God’s 
hands, and that all success depend- 
ed on the divine blessing. His 
psalms are ina strain of exalted 
picty. In them it appears, what 
devout intercourse, h- maintained 
with God ;~-what lively joy he felt, 

_——— ¢ en 

* Vice Portcus’ Discourses, vol. IT. 
Sermon V. Likewise Warbruton’s 
Divine Legation of Moses, vol. Ili. 
6. 4. sec. 6. 

YOL. I, NUM. IIf, P 
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when the diviné countenance shone 
most graciously on him ;—-what 
mourning it occasioned, when he 
perceived within himself, the pre- 
valence of sin, and suffered the 
withdrawment of divine comforts : 
in them we perceive his humble 
confessicr's and self abasement, 
and tikewise his ardent desires for 
the prosperity of Zion. He delight 
ed to acknowledge the majesty of 
God. as displayed in his works, and 
to offer praise for any deliverance 
experienced by himself, or the 
church. ._,.. a 

It is said of him, that4e did thas 
which was right in the eyes of the 
Lord, and turned not aside from 
any thing which the Lord commande 
ed, all the days of his life, save 
only in the matter of Uriah: by 
whicli, it is not meant, that David 
was a fierfect man, even with the 
exception of his great. sin. It is 
evident, from. scripture, that he 
had .other comparatively small 
blemishes, on his character. He 
was, however, on the whole, a man 
greatly beloved of God .:-—-a many 
who w: iked habitually in the way 
cf God’s commandments, 


Secondly. Though the Lord put 
much honor upon David, and great- 
ly approved his general character, 
the divine abhorrence of the kine’s 
conduct, in the matter of Uriah, 
was inanifested in the most strike 
ing manner. . 

We readily acknowledge the e- 
normity of this offeace. Many well 
disposed people, anxious for the 
character of God’s aneiuted, have 
endeavored, In various ways to 
palliate the crime. ‘Fhe attempsé 
is unnecessary, and must be abore 
tive. ‘That the king was guilty of 
adultery. eannot be denied, and the 
prophet Nathan, whom God sent 
charged him with murder. That 
there were peculiar aggravations 
attending this sin, is likewsie unde- 
niable, The sacred writers un- 
der the direction of the Holy spire 
it, have plainly related the affair, 
and I know not ef any right whieh 
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different from that in which they | sheathed, in the house of Daria, 


have placed it. 

That God was greatly displeas- 
ed at this crime, appears, Ares, , 
from the message, which was sent 
to David ; and secondly, from thit 
long train of judgments, which Da- 
vid afterwards, experienced, a- 
greeably to the promiet’s words. 

Fivet, Let us consider what 
these words were. TZhus saith 
the Lord God of Israel, I anoint- 
ed thee king over Israci,and de- 


Kivered thee out of the hand of 


Saul: and I gave thee thy mas- 
ter’s house,and thy master’s wives 
anto thu bosom, and Fave thee the 
house of Isracland/Judah and if that 
Aad been teo little, Lf would moreo- 
wer, have gtven thee, such and 
euch thengs, wherefore hasi tho 
desfiscd the commandment of the 
Lord, to do ewil in his sight ? 
Theu hast killed Uriah the Httiite 
with the sword, and hast taken his 
wife to be thy wife. Now there- 
fore, the sword shall never defiart 
Jrom thy house, because thou hast 


despised me, and taken the wife of 


Uriah. Thus satth ihe Lord, Be- 
hold Iwill raise uft evil against 
thee, out of thine house. Did this 
look like approbation of David's 
sin? Did itlook as if the Lord had 
a blind partiality for the kine, and 
could not therefore perceive his 
faults? What words could have 
been more dreadful, and more exe 

ressive of God’s displeasure ? 
Secondly, Let us see how the 
threatning was fulfilled, God had 
said, that the sword should never 
depart from David's house. 

Amnon soon occasioned distress 
to the king, and dishonor to the 
family, by ravishing his sister 7@- 
mar, ,Lwo years after, bsalom 
took ample and criminal revenge 
on Amnon, for the scandal which 
the latter had brought on the royal 
house, 4dsa/e7: invited his brotlrer 
to a rural icast, and when the 
guests were merry with wine, he 
commanded the servants to fail on 
Amnon and slay him. Here was 
& sad accomplishment of Nathan’s 
mouse ge. 





dhe sword was un- 


| 


A daughter had been dishonored by 
a son, and this son treacherous! 
slain by another. Zhe king tare 
his garments and lay on the earth’; 
and all his servants stood by hin 
with their clothes rent. Absalom 
fled trom his father’s face, and wag 
not, for five Sears, admitted again 
into his presence. Soon after the 
conclusion of which time, this same 
Absalom began his unnatural res 
bellion. ‘He stole the hearts of Is 
racl;, rendered them disaffected ta 
his father’s administration :—cols 
lected an army to fight with David 
and dethrone him. ‘Lhe issue of this 
rebellion is well known. Though 
the king had been obliged to leave 
Jerusalem, ‘in great distress, his 
army was victorious. He gained 
the battle, but he lost hisson ;—a 
son, whom, notwithstanding all his 
wickedness, he tenferly loved ; a 
son, for the preservation of whose 
life, he passionately declared, he 
should willingly have sacrificed his 
own. 

‘The rebellion of Absalom was 
scarcely quelled, when that of Shes 
éa the son of Bichri began. Just 
before the king’s death, there wae 
anew fumtly contention; a cone 
tention between Solomon &nd Adon 
tjuhk3 the latter of whom had 
usurped the crown. This compe- 
titien, the king had reason to fear, 
would end, as, in fact, it did, inthe 
death of one of the parties. 

Thus had David wars, in hit 
fahtily, éver after his great trans- 
gression, eveh to hfs death. Sure- 
ly, all these calamities were enought 
to vindicate the character of God, 
from the charge of winking at 
David’s sin, 

But though it should be allowed, 
that God did much to manifest his 
displeasure at David’s crime, it 
may still be pertinaciously objected, 
that God received again the offend- 
ing monarch into favér. This i, 
indeed, true; and blessed be God, 
that he has given such testimony 
of grace to repenting sinners. ‘The 
sin of Davd was not pardoned, 
wntd he had become penitent + 
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aut when in the fulness of his heart, 
be said, Ihave sinned against the 
Lord; A prophet was commis- 
gioned to say ; Lhe Lord hath also 
fut away thy sin ; thou shalt not 
adic. 

The death and sincerity of Da- 
vid’s year ance may be estimat- 
ed by the fity-first psalm, which 
he ind on this mournful occa- 
gion. In that, we perceive une- 
quivecal marks of a_ broken, hum- 
bled spirit. The most profound 
repentance could not be express- 
ad in stronger language. Persons 
severely pained under a sense of 
guilt, have, in all subsequent AGES, 
to the present day, vented their 
inward sorrow, in language taken 
from this psalm. Jitde thy face 
from my sin, amd blot cui cil 
mine intyutty. Create in. me, a 
elean heart, and renewea rigii cfit- 
vit, Cast me not away from thy 
hresence, and take not thine Ho ly 
‘Shirit from me. Wash me tho- 
roughly frem mine iniquity and 
eleanse me_ from my sin, 

Another proof of his contrition 
appeared in his behavior, when he 
ficd from Jerusalem, through fear 
ef Absalom. Zadock and the 
priests had brought with them, the 
ark of God : but the king said to 
them, Carry back the ark into the 
a If I shall find favor tn the 

yes of the Lord, he will bring me 


roar and show me both ttand his | 


holy habitation. Buttf he thus say, 
Ihave no delight in thee ; behold 
here Iam, let him. do unio me 
as seemeth good unte him. He 
felt, that God had been displeased 
with him, and that these calami- 
ties came upon him as punishment 
for sin. Humbly accepting the 
chastisement, he bowed under the 
divine rebuke. On the same 
mournful march, as the king went 
on,.with his head covered and his 
eet bare, and weeping as he went, 
another occurrence took place, 
Which showed the same subdued 
contrite temper. Shimet came 
nigh to the king, and loaded him 
with curses. He threw stones at 


&> king, exclaiming, Come eut 


resfrecting David. 


theu bloody man ; thou son of Be- 
lial. Some of the officers that 
stood by, provoked at this savage 
insolence, would have gone over 
and taken off the offender’s head, 
But David meekly answered, Let 
him alene, and let him curse’: it 
may be the Lord will look ufion 
mine affiiction, and that the Lord 
will reguite me good for his cursing 
this dau. Feeling that all his sut- 
ferings were deserved in respect 
of God, he had no disposition te 
revenge himself, on those, who 
were criminally concerned in 
bringing them on him, 

The matter finally comes to this, 
that David, though guilty of a vee 
ry heinous sin, was pardoned on 
his deep and sincere. repentance 3 
pardoned so far that his life was 
not taken, nor his soullost. Now, 
if there were in this, any injustice, 
or indifference to sin, the same ine 
justice, or indifference to sin is 
manifest through the whole gos 
pel ; for pardon !s there represente 
ed as certainly ‘ollowing repente 
ance. The vilest sinner, on this 
condition, shall assuredly, obtais 
remissien and eternal life, through 
the atonementot Christ. Though 
your sine be as scarlet, they shall 
be white as snow; though they be 


This is the uniform lan- 
guage of the gospel; and the honor 
of God is thought to be sufficiently 
secured, and his abhorrence of sim 
sufficiently shown in the method of 
this pardon; i. e. in its being of 
fered in no other way, than through 
the mediation of his own Son. God 
hath set forth Jesus Christ as a 
propitiation for sins, through faitk 
in his blood, that he might be just, 
and appear so to the universe, at 
the same time, that he justifiethk 
the penitent believing sinner. He, 
therefora, who contends with the 
Almighty for pardoning the sin of 
David, must entirely disapprove 
the christian scheme. He must 
say, that not only the sin against the 
Holy Ghost, but all great sins ought 
to be unpardonable, though follow- 
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| edby deep repentance and thorougk 
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reformation. Way, further, that 
@ne instance of extraordinary 
transgression, whatever piety may 
mark hus gcneral character, ought 
to exclude the offender from all 
hope, forgiveness, and salvation. 
This, would, indeed be a melan- 
holly doctrine ; a doctrine direct- 
Ty calculated to lead a_ considera- 
ble portion of mankind to absolute 
despair. But in opposition to this, 
Jt ts «fay ful saying, ard wor- 


| Christ came into the world to save 
sinners. If persons take offence, 
like an elder son in the parable, 
because God sees fit te exercise hig 

mercy, even tothe greatest offend. 
ers, on condition of repentance, it 
affords much cause to apprehend, 
that they are by no means con. 
vinced of the extent of their own 
unworthiness, nor of their need of 


divine grace. 
LEIGHTON, 





giy of all accepiation, that Jesus 
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PISCATAQUA MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The Trustees of the Piscataqua Missionary Society for the year 804, 
ending May 1, 1805, beg leave to make to the Soctets ) the following 


Statenrent and report. 


FROM the lateness of the sea- 
gon, «t which the society was or- 
ganized, and from various protract- 
ing and delaying circumstances, 
Usually attendant on new institu- 
tions, a missionary was not obtain- 
ed till late in the year ; when the 
rey. ror. Litchtield was engaged to 
spend two months Iitinerating, as 
@ preaciier, in the extreme parts of 
the state of Newhampshire, and 
those parts of other states that 
were contiguous. “Lhe uncommon- 
ness of the seuson occasioned his 
shortening iis mission to six weeks. 
His repr rt. wh ich will be commu- 
nicated, we think favorable to the 
design of our institution, and such 
as ought to encourage us to pre 
ceed with vigor and activity in ex- 


| influence be more and more ex- 
tensive. 
DAVID SEWALL President, 
2 + a 
AN EXTRACT FROM A JOURNAL 
OF A MISSION PERFORMED BY 
JOSEPH LITCHFIELD, PASTOR 
OF A CHURCH IN KITTERY. 
HAVING been appointed hy 
the Piscataqua Missionary Society 
| to go on a mission into the upper 
| pa t of New. ‘Hampshire, and its 
Vicinity. I left Kittery, Septem- 
ber 14, 1804—travelled on the 
north east part of Newhamp- 
shire, near the District of Maine. 
‘THe weather was very warm for 
the season, until I drew near the 
White Mo wuntains, which had snow 


Ont 


on their svminits on the 20th Sept. 





ecuting it. The state oi-the funds 
of the society will be laid before 
big which is svich as will enable 
s, if the memhers readily pay their 
aaonel stipend, which we have no 
reason to doubt, to proceed in and 
increase our exertions the ensuing 
year. But we are sensible that ail 
success is of God. and that excesi 
he build the house, they labor in 
wain that Gueld wt. We would 
therelore bow our knecs to God, 
imploring his guidance and bene- 
diction, and we would ask the 
prayers of all christians, that our 
— institution may grow strong- 
and stronger, and its beneficial | 


On approaching them I found the 
air cold, and wind he: ivy. I was 
ty Si ‘that the wind was com- 
monly much higher, and weather 
colder south east of the mountains 
than on the north west; which 
may be partly owing to the situa- 
tion of the land, and partly to the 
snow and clouds with which, 2 
grcat part of the time, they are 
covered, 

I found several towns in that 
Vicinity destitute of public teach- 
ers. I spent one sabbath in Barte 
let, and found a very great atten- 
tion to the word. I pas sed through 
the north of the mountain, inte 
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Jefferson, and went on to Lancas- 
ter, which is a new but flourish- 
ing settlement on Connecticut riv- 
er. in the upper Coes, Hére I 
found a settled minister, the Rev. 
Tose ph Willard, which is the only 
one, of any denomination, for near 
ove hundred miles in the north 
art of Newhampshire. J] passed 
on to Northumberland, a at 
Cockburn, Colebrook, and Stew 
art; and frequently preached a- 
mong the séattered inhabitants 
of these new settlements ; and 
found that many joyfully received 
the word. Icr ossed Connecticut 
river at Stewart, and went thro’ 
the north east corner of Vermont 
to Harritord, in the Lower Cana- 
da, returned to the upper part of 
Vermont and preached to several 
new settlements in that state, I 
found in the town of Gill-Hall, a 
remarkable attention to preaching. 
Ispent a sabbath among them; 
and have reason to think it was a 
good day tothe souls of some, who 
were enquiring the way to heaven. 
The large extent of country 
through which I had to pass, ren- 
dered it impossible to tarry long 
in a place ; it was but seldom that 
{ pre ached to the same audience 
twice ; although I often preached 
twice ina day ; but was to the au- 
dience a new pre: acher, and they 
tome, anew people. This, no 
doubt, called up their attention the 
more to me, and mine to them. 
it was a painful task to take leave 
of such as appeared so desirous of 
hearing the word of life. I travel- 
led down Connecticut river until I 
came to those towns which had 
settled ministers, and then passed 
through the state south of the 
White Mountains. I preached for 
the last time in Warren; which is 
anew settlement near the Lower 
Coos. It was the Sabbath of the 
Lord, and the Lord appeared to be 
with us; was pleased as f trust, to 
grant the influence of his holy spir- 
it for quickning purposes. Where- 
ever I visited, I was received with 
Kindness, and found in most places 


a fondness for religioas conversa. | 


Missionary Society. 8 
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tion. Many of these new towns are 
settled from the state of Connecte 
icut, especially in the Upper Coos, 
and are people of steady habits, 
and good morals ; and if it was im 
their power, werd support the 
gospel among them, I found the 
inhabitants of the country to be 
temperate and healthy, and ina 
great measure free from those li- 
tigious lawsuits, which agitate the 
minds, and sour the temper of 
many people in older and more 
populous towns. They treat mise 
sionarics with great respect, and 
attend on their preaching much 
more, than on those. who are selfs 
authorised, These circumstances 
indicate that much geod may be 
done, by sending faithtul laborers 
into such parts of the vineyard, as 


tannot enjoy the stated ordinances 


of God’s word. ‘fhe religious 
tracts which were sent by the 304 
ciety, for distribution, were grate- 
fully received, and were di istribut. 
ed according to the best of my 
judement, Other Missionary Soe 
ciecties have sent into those parts 
of the country. I found one Mise 
sionary from a society in the west 
part of Newhampshire. Another 
from a Baptist Missionary Society 
in New York, passed through the 
country a few days before me, 
Connecticut has often sent into yae 
rieus parts of the United States ; 
and several missionaries have been 
yearly employed on missions from 
societies in the state of Massachu- 
setts, We have reason to think 
that such pious endeavors to pro- 
pagate the gospel will be blessed ; 

and that the time, the happy time, 
is not far Cistant, in which the A- 
merican wilderness shall bud an@ 


blossom as the rose. 


ad 


MINUTES OF THE TRANSACTION 
OF THE PISCATAQUA MIS-e 
SIONARY SOGIETY, AT THEIR 
ANNUAL MEETING, HOLDEN 
IN PORTSMOUTH, ACCORDING 
TO THEIR CONSTITUTION, 
THE FIRST WEBPNESDAY IW 
MAY, 1805, 
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MS. Account of the Piscataque 


THE members met at 10 o’clock, 
A. M. in the west chamber of the 
State House. The meeting being 
opened with prayer, the report of 
the trustees of the last year re- 
apecting their transactions and the 
state of the society was read, after 
which, they proceeded tathe choice 
of officers for the year ensuing. 
And the, ballots being given, the 
following geutlemen were chosen to 
their respective offices. 

‘The hon. DAVID SEWALL, esq. 
President, 
Rev. JOSEPH BUCKMINSTER, 
Secretary. 
Rev. JOHN THOMPSON, * 
oo JESSE APPLETON, 
o----- H, PORTE. ‘R, 
wees TIMOTHY ALDEN; 
BENJAMIN ABBOT, esq. 

The reverend JOHN THOMP- 

ON, was chosen as second preach- 
er the next year, 

In the afternoon the society met 
in the North Meeting House, and a 
sermon was delivered by the rev. 
JosrPH BucKMINSTER, D. D. from 
the 111. epistle of John, 75 8, Be- 
cause that for his. name’s sake, 
they went forth, taking nothing of 
she Gentiles. We therefore ought 
to recetve such, that we might be 


"S2o}sn1 f° 


Jellowhelpers to the truch, At the 


close, a contribution was made for 
the benefit of the society. 
o—aer 

STATEMENT OF THE FUNDS OF 
THE PISCATAQUA MISSIONA- 
RY SOCIETY, MAY 1], 1895. 
Permanent Fund of 

the Society, eight shares 

in Exeter Bank, on 

which. first installment 





has been paid--«--------- %208--90 

Cash in the treasury 
anappropriated--------=+ 101--47 
309+ 47 


O@f the fund designed 
for annual expenditures, 
wnappropriated, now in 
the Treasury-~---- eseve- 149--50 


— 


E. E. $458--97 
NATH. A. HAVEN, Treasurer, 
Pertemouth, May 1, 1295, 





AW EXTRACT FROM THE NARRAs 
TIVE OF THE MISSIONARY SOe 


CIETY OF CONNECTICUT. 

After having given an account 
of the missionaries employed by 
them, of their journeyings ang 
success, they say, 

‘* WE have now exhibited te the 


public a concise, but faithful ace 
count of the labors of our missione. 


aries the year past, and of the 
countries through which they have 
preached the gospel, administered 
the sacraments, and visited ang 
instructed schools. 

*“ From this statement it. aps 


peays that the missionaries have. 


been zealous, laborious and faithe 
ful in the discharge of the duties 
of their missions, It also ; appears 
that the call for missionaries Is ag 
great, and_the necessity of their 
services as urgent as ever it hag 


been, and even more so. Notwiths 


standing many churches have been 


formed in various places, and acone. 


siderable number of congregations 
have been supplied with able pas, 
tors,vet su rapid have been our pop» 


ulation ind settlement, that there - 


ave now a much greater number of 


new and vacant settlements, than, 
when the. society was first instie. 


tuted, The settlers are, generally 
say - people, and their families 

e.full of children. Some of the 
Bie ni have observed that 
they have been surprized at the 
number of children, which they 
have seen in some.of the new set- 


tlements, The proportion of chile. 


dren and young people is doubtless 
much greater than it is in the old 
settlements. But how gloomy must 
the prospect be with respect to 


them without schools, or books, or. 


means of grace ! In many places, 
the people are so scattered and 
poor, tbat they canraot support a 
minister, In some other places 
where they are able they are so 
divided in opinion, that they can- 
not. Here is a wide door opened 
for charity, for Zion to enlarge the 
place of her tent, to stre tch forth 
the curtains of her habitations, to 
‘ Jengthen her cords and streng haz 





en 
vol 
for’ 
ieft 


_- — ea me eam else se ew ee 





Missionary Society. ue 


hex stakes. What can be a more 
fenevolent, pleasing and glorious 
work, than to aid her ia breaking 
forth on the right hand and on the 
jeft, and ‘in causing the desolate 
places to be inhabited’? Than to 
plant regular churches and pas- 
tors; than to promote christian 
morals, and to diffuse the blessings 
ef literature and civilization, of 
recular society and tndefiled reli- 
gion through wide and extended 
countries ? What can be more en- 
couraging ‘than the approbation 
and smiles of divine providence, 
which have so remarkably attend- 
ed our missionary institutien, and 
the labors of our missionaries from 
its commencemént ? 

«We rejoice in the zeal, faithful- 
sess and abundant labors of our 
missionaries. We rejoice, that 
through the good hand of our God 
upon tis, we have been spared 
snother year ; and, that at the close 
of it, we have been able to lay so 
pleasing an account of the affairs 
of the society before the public. 
We rejoice, that through the in- 
strumentality of our missionaries, 
and the power and grace of God 
attending their ministrations, such 
numbers of our perishing fellow 
men, have apparently been born 
again; and been brought out of 
darkness into marvellous light :-— 
That prodigals are returning with 
penitence and joy té the Father‘s 
house :—'Ihat Jesus Christ and his 

ospel are exalted and glorified. 
Ves, we rejoice indeed, that there 
is joy in heaven over repenting and 
returning sinners: ‘That the dead 
are alive again, and that the lost 
are found, We rejoice in their 
joy, in the joy which the Mission- 
ary Society and all our good peo- 
ple will have, in the’happy effects 
of the Society, and of their char- 
ity, in the encouragement, edifica- 
tion, comfort and joy of their bre 
thren in Christ ; and in the salva- 
tion of their fellow men. 

“While we thus rejoice, we de- 
sire with humble and ardent grat- 
itude and adoration, to bend the 





Snes and lift up the heart to the | 


God of all grace, for his poodness 
to us, to the Society, and to our fel= 
low men who are rejoicing in his 
grace and salvation. We feel our= 
selves a thousand times compensa- 
ted for all our expense and labors im 
the missionary business, in the ev= 
ident smiles of providence upon 
our institution, and in its happy 


effects, in the instruction, comfort 


and salvation of. men, and in the 
advancement of the kingdom and 
glory of the Redeemer. | 

“ We are animated and enabled 
to proceed joyfully in our work. 
From our own teelings,we persuade 
ourselves, that all who love our di- 
vine Redeemer and the precious 
souls of their fellow men, will be 
also animated and rejoice with us. 
But if we rejoice now, what wilk 
our joys be when we shall meet nue 
merous of our redeemed brethren 
in glory of whose edification, come 
fort and salvation, it hath pleased 
God, to make us instrumental 2 
When we shall witness their glory 
and blessedness, and how Jesus 
Christ is glorified in them ? When 
they shall pronounce eternal bles- 
sings upon our heads, and we shall 
for ever rejoice together in God 
and in one another ? When the 
judge shall make it public that we 
have done good unto his people, 
and that in as much as we have 
done it unto one of the least of his 
brethren, we have done it unto him, 
and shall proclaim, Come, ye bles- 
sed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world? What is 
gold { What are labors and toil 
in comparison with these divine 
joys! With these glorious pros- 
pects ! 2 

‘“ While these therefore are be+ 
fcre them, while providence is 
thus Smiling on ove institution ¢ 
while good people in Europe, im 
America, and in various parts of 
the earth have been disposed te 
forra into societies, and unite their 
exertions to spread the kingdom 
and glories of their common Sas 
viour, we persuade ourselves, that 


our good people will stil cheers 
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‘vey replied that it was his pr rt ee 


A Anecdotes, 


fully and liberally contribute to 
support the missionary institution. 
‘They will reflect on the honor and 
happiness of being united with all 
the excellent of the earth in carry- 

ing into execution such bene -yolent 
designs, and of sharing with the m 
in the rewards of well! doing. * ‘hey 
will not forget, That the hberal 
soul shall be made fat: and that 
he that watereth, shall be watered 





also himself :* ‘That he that sow- 
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Ordination. 


eth bountifully shall also reap bowing. 

tifully ;f and that every man 

shall receive according to hig 

works, 

JOAN TREADWELL, Chairman 
“ Passed by the board of True. 

tees, January 10th, 1805.” 


Attest, | 
ABEL FLINT, Secretary,” 


* Prov, Xi. 23. 
72 Cor. i ix 6, 
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ANECDOTES. 


THE reverend mr. Hovey, of 
whom some account is given in 
this number of the Evangelical 





Magazine, was once asked, by a 
parishioner, which evening, the 
one preces ding or the one following 
the sabbath, ot wht to bec ay sic dered 
as a part of holy time ? Mr. Ho- 


tospend the former in frefiaration, 
@nd tne latter in medztatzon. 
ra’ 


— 

AN infidel, who was accustom- 
ed to redicule the sacred scrip- 
tures, was very free with his sar- 
casms in the company of a pious 
minister, who, after hearing him 
some time, interrupted him. 





« Friend, said he, you yourself 
@re a strong proof of the truth of | 
those very scriptures, which you 


endeavor to ridicule and bring ine 
to contempt ; for they expressly 
declare, that there shall be such 
scoffers.”” With this observation 
he was put to silence, 
waged 
* WHEN the pious and lahe- 
rious minister, mr. Joseph Alleine, 
had been long confined to his’ bed 
by a painful disorder, which de 
prived him of the use of all his 
limbs, he was asked by one of his 
fr ends, how he could be content to 
lre so long in that conditicz: 2 .Te 
which he answered ; What! Ie 
God my father, Christ my savior 
and, heaven my inheritance, and 
shall I not be content without 
health and limbs 2 Heis an une 
reasonable wretch, who can not be 
content with a t God, though he have 


| nothing else, 
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ORDIN 

ON Wednesday, the 22d of iviay, 
the Rev. Janes ARMSTRONG | 
NEAL was ordained at Greenland 


successor to the late Rev. Samuel 
Ma ic 2c li if ock, D>. )D. 
Ext .¢. Introductor y prayer 





by the iat Peter Holt, of E ppine, 
Sermon from Hageai ii. 6, 7, by 
the Rev. Jesse Appleton, of Hamp- 
ton. Ordaining prayer by the 
Rev. —— Morrison, of London- 
derry. ‘The charze by the Rev. 
. Uvham. of Deerfield. The 





ee ee 





fellowship of the churches by the | 

,. . ? , { 
Rev. Jonathan French, jr. of North | 
Hampton, The concluding prayer | 


TATION, 


by the Rev. Huntington Porter, of 
Rye 

The Rev. BAwcrort FowLEeR 
was ordained the same day, over 
the first congregational church and 
society, at Windsor in Vermont. 

Eecerctses. Ti wp xductory prayer 
by the Rev, William Channing.— 
Sermon by the Rev. Asa Burton, 
D. D. Consecrating prayer by the 
Rev. Joseph Eckley, D.D. Charge 
by the Rev. Eden Burroughs. 
Right hand of fellowship by the 
Rev. Joseph Rowel. Concluding 


| prayer by the Rev. Sylvester Das 


ha, 





